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Beulah Baptist Church celebrates one hundred years ol 
witness in the town of Bexhill, giving thanks to God for all 
that has been achieved and looking forward to the future 
with confidence. Some of you may remember the words of an 
old hymn: — 


"O Thou whose hand has brought us unto this joyful day, 
Accept our glad thanksgiving, and listen as we pray. 
And oft as here we gather, and hearts in worship blend, 
May truth reveal its power, and fervent prayer ascend. 


And as the years toll onward, and strong affections 
twine, 

And tender memories gather about this sacred shrine, 

May this its chiefest honour, its glory, ever be, 

That multitudes within it have found their way to Thee". 


As we look back we see the guiding hand of God constantly 
manifested in the life of* our church, which has endured, 
sustained by the Grace of God and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. 


Beulah, was founded on traditional protestant 1relorm 
teaching, and remains firmly committed to these basic 
principles, although, as times have changed, these truths 
are expressed in contemporary terminology. We accept the 
Holy Scriptures as the Word of God and our only rule of 
faith and practice. We believe in the sovereignty of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the Church sas a gathered 
community of believers. It is the Lord whose prerogative it 
is to add new members to His own community; it is the Joytul 
duty of the community to welcome into their fellowship those 
whom Christ has accepted. We follow the New Testament mode 
of baptism of believers by immersion, and welcome members 
for mutual encouragement and the due performance of public 
worship. We accept the commission to evangelism, and 
proclaim the good news that Christ is the complete answer to 
all problems, personal, family, community, national and 
wor 1d-wide. We seek to support, both financially and by 
prayer, the proclamation of the gospel in this town, this 
country and overseas. 


We express our thanks to Rev. Michael Bradshaw tor his 
survey of the history of Beulah. Some of those who have 
given of their time and gifts to the many ltacets of the work 
are mentioned by name, bul) there are countless others who 
throughout the past 100 years have contributed by their 
labours and by their prayers to the support o! the Lord's 
work in the fellowship of this church. It is for the 
present and future generations to carry the torch, Chat 
Beulah may continue to send forth a clear message o! the 
grace of God to both young and old. 


As we look forward, we echo the prayer of Paul in his letter 
to the Thessalonians: — 


“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement 
and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you 
in every good deed and word". 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF CHRISTIANITY 


IN BEXHILL 


The Christian slory of Bexhill began when the South Saxons 
were conquered by Offa II, King of Mercia. King Offa made a 
grant of eight hides of land at Bexhill ‘(equal to 500 acres) 
to serve the praise of God" and to build and endow a church. 
This became the Parish Church of St. Peter, the oldest part 
of which, now hidden in the walls, has stood for over 1,200 
years. " 

The original charter no longer exists but a _ medieval 
document in the Lambeth records, written in Latin, with the 
bounds of the lands detined in Anglo-Saxon, gives the date 
of Offa's grant to Bishop Oswald, with reversion to the See 
of Selsey at his death, as 15th August, 772. This is the 
first recorded date in Bexhill’'s history. The name of 
"Bexhill" is thought lo mean “Windy Hill", from the Anglo- 
Saxon. 


The Domesday Book mentions two churches at Bexhill, one 
obviously that founded by King Ofta, and the other presumed 
to be that of Northeye, rather than the chapel at 
Bulverhythe of which a few ruins still stand behind the Bull 
Inn. ‘The Northeye chapel stood on the height of Cotstable's 
(now Hill) Farm, just north of the present Barnhorn Road. A 
chapel near the site of Northeye itself on the marsh, was of 
a later date. 


William the Conqueror gave the lands of Bexhill as a reward 
to one of his principal captains, Robert, Count of Eu (a 
relative of the Conqueror). The Church did not willingly 
accept the loss of its lands and it took nearly 400 years 
before the Manor of Bexhill was returned to the church 
authorities. 
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The house which Robert Creol had presented, developed into 
the eastern residence of the Bishops of Chichester - like a 
summer palace, when they were visiting this region o! the 
county, thus giving Bexhill much importante. A measure of 
this status of Bexhill in the medieval diocese is that in 
1447 in the reign of Henry VI, when England was losing her 
possessions in France to the forces of Joan of Arc, the 
Bishop Adam De Moleyns was granted s licence to embattle the 
Manor and enclose it with stone, although no evidence 
survives that this work was actually carried out. Moleyns 
was killed during the Jack Cade rebellion several yeos 
later. 


The two most famous medieval bishops and of the greatest 
importance to Bexhill were successively, Ralph Neville and 
St. Richard de Wych, in the 13th Century. The tormer, who 
was Henry III's Chancellor and a nokable pation of churchs 
building, added to St. Peter's and also greatly improved 
agricultural conditions, as Jektte:rs between him and his 
steward show. 


St. Richard, one of the most celebrated names in Ihe history 
of the diocese, and who died on a journey trom Bexhill to 
Dover, is commemorated, with St. Wilfrid the founder of the 
See, in the modern mnal ia St, Peter's Church, as well as 
by the Roman Catholic Comprehensive School of that name. 


The Parish Church ot St. Peter's exerted an immense 
influence on the development oof Bexhill Uirowgh the 
centuries, not only in a specifically religious sense bul jn 
every department of its life. 


The town developed significantly in the last century and 
became a refined seaside resort for the middle and upper 
‘classes. The Lewes to Bulverhythe Railway, with a station 
at Bexhill, opened in 1846. Hotels and houses began to be 
built and the town was much popularized and developed by the 
Earl De La Warr and others. Many boarding schools were also 
built around the turn of the century. Bexhill was the 
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birthplace of British Motor Racing. Increased population 
necessitated the building of places of worship in various 
parts of the town. As tar as the Anglicans were concerned, 
other parishes came into being mainly through the initiative 
and generosity of the clergy and people of the ancient 
Parish Church. 


Other Christian denominations, including our own, also 
responded to the growth of the town and began to build 
churches, jtiist cenlially and then spreading oul tarbber 
afield to Little Common, the Springfield area and Sidley. 
In seizing the challenge to proclaim the Gospel to the 
people of Bexhill, they were not just building For Uleis- cosa 
day bul establishing a vital and visible Christian witness 
for future generations. 


Further housing developments from the tifties onwards in 
Bexhill, en many people moved here [rom London and its 
surrounding suburbs, proved that the vision of our 
pioneering predecessors was not misplaced. With the 
recession of the late eighties and nineties, the population 
shift slowed down considerably, so there is, as a result, 
a more settled population and a higher proportion of younger 


people here now than was the case a few years ago. ‘The 
challenge comes afresh to win these and _ succeeding 
generations tor chidst —- building on the ettorts and vision 


of those who have gone before us. 


The Open-Air Sunday School, mentioned elsewhere in this 
history, was adapted to meet the needs of a new and rising 
generation and evolved into an hour of open-air witness on 
the sea trawh: duriag the summer months and still continues. 
The Rev. Edmund Heddle started the Summer Community Hymn 
Singing after evening worship on the terrace of the De La 
Warr Pavilion duiag duly and August, and the Council of 
Churches continues this popular form of witness, which 
culminates each year with a United Service in the Pavilion. 
There are other activities too throughout the year, 
including the Lent Lectures held in the Victoria Hall, in 
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which the churches of Bexhill seek to work and witness — 
together serving the Lord in our locality. 


Reference to our corporate activities with other Christians 
in the town would not be complete ‘without mentioning the 
“SERVANTS WITH JESUS". ‘They are a group of women, founded 
in 1972, who are drawn from various traditions of the Church 
in East Sussex. Their main purpose is to promote and pray 
for the fellowship of al] Christian people, thus recovering 
the unity which is God's gift and purpose for mankind. 


In restoring, occupying and purchasing the treehold ot the 
Coach House (in the grounds of the ancient Manor ot 
. Bexhill), the Servants with Jesus wish to play some part in 
encouraging ibe people of Hexhill to retain their Christian 
heritage. They also fulfil King Offa's original intention 
that the gilt of Land which tie endowed to the people here in 
772, “should be used for the glory of tsad". May it be so 
into the 21st Century! 


) 


Our heritage begins with Abraham, the pioneer of faith 
without which none can be justitied by God. It runs through 
the prophets of Israel who spoke the Word of the Lord boldly 
even to kings and priests, and dared to apply it to social 
life and politics. 


Our heritage continues with the New Testament, the apostolic 
Church and all devout souls who have kept true faith alive 
through the Dark Ages when much of the Church fell into 
error. 


We repudiate the charge that we are a sect that only sprang 
up in the 16th and 17th Centuries. We claim to be part of 
the universal (catholic) Church of God, and identify 
ourselves with the reformers of the Church and re-affirm our 
Protestant principles, not as a negative objection but as a 
positive affirmation that salvation is by faith in the free 
grace of God, through Christ. Congregations in this country. 
holding to Baptist principles have been recorded as early as 


1511 (Walsham) and Hill Cliffe, Cheshire (1522). A 
congregation met in Aldgate, London (1575) where four 
recanted, eight were banished and two burned. As a 


specifically identifiable group, we trace our roots back to 
the beginning of the 17th century. In 1608, John Smyth, an 
Anglican priest, baptized himself in Amsterdam. He had been 
a fellow of Christ's College, Cambridge, but as a separatist 
fled from the harsh rule of James I's England. After his 
death one of his associates, Thomas Helwys, led back to 
England a group that had split trom Smyth's former 
congregation. They formed the first General or Arminian 
Baptist Congregation in England at Spitalfields, in 1612. 


Before going to Amsterdam, John Smyth had led a group of 
Independents in Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. They had 
covenanted together in 1606 “as the Lord's free people... to 
walk in His ways ... whatsoever it might cost". By 1609, 
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their study had pursuaded them that a church should be a 
body of baptized believers. This was baptism of adult 
believers on profession of their repentance and faith in 
Christ, although initially it was done by sprinkling, not 
immersion. They later became convinced that total immersion 
was the correct practice according to the New Testament. 


Like Congregationalists, and much later Methodists, Baptists 
became known from their practice of believer's baptism, by 
the nickname, "Baptists", and it stuck. 


From Spitalfields Church, in 1612, Thomas Helwys, a wealthy 
lawyer, published, “The Mistery of Iniquity”. It was an 
appeal to the King and to the Bishops for religious liberty. 
He was imprisoned in Newgate Jail for daring to challenge 
the status quo but his plea was soon followed by others Irom 
Baptist pens. 


History details the persecutions that followed, particularly 
under Charles II and James II (Baptist churches had 
flourished during the Commonwealth period under the Lord 
Protector, Oliver Cromwell). Now various acts were passed 
to suppress the "Dissenters"; the Acts of Uniformity 
required public assent to the Book of Common Prayer and 
attendance at church on Sundays and holy days, failure to do 
so incurring a fine of 1s.0Od (Sp) per head. Heavier fines 
were inflicted for holding meetings for worship. In 1662, 
these repressive acts resulted in 1662, in nearly 2,000 
non-conforming clergy being evicted from home and livelihood 
and suffering intense hardship (‘known in history as the 
“Great Ejectment”). 


In 1672, Charles II published a Declaration of Indulgence 
which temporarily withdrew the penal laws against non- 
conformists and gave them the right to worship in approved 
places under approved preachers. Chichester, Hastings and 
Mountfield (near Battle) were among Sussex Baptist churches 
granted licences. 
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In 1675, the records of St. Clement's Church, Hastings 
indicate “presentments" by the Church Wardens of persons for 
“teaching of schooles", being Anabaptists. Also recorded 
are the burials of Anabaptists and Dissenters towards the 
end of the 17th century. 


In 1678, “the chiefe speaker or preacher" was tined £20 For; 
unlawful preaching at a house “upon the hill of Hasting”. 


In the year 1688, when William III came to the throne, there 
was an easing of restrictions and this effectively marked 
the end of organised persecution and the beginning of 
toleration to some extent. A toleration act was passed in 
1689 in which people were free to worship according to 
conscience provided that they swore an oath of allegiance to 
the Sovereign, although vindictive legislation against 
Dissenters still existed in the enforcement of the Test and 
Corporation Acts. Officially non-conformists remained 
“second- class citizens" up to May 1828, in the reign of 
George IV, when Lord John Russell succeeded in obtaining the 
repeal of these repressive Acts. 


After the 1689 Toleration Act had been passed, Particular 
Baptists from England and Wales began to hold an Assembly in 
London, although their involvement in the regional 
Associations remained more important to them. General 
Baptists also grouped into district Associations, realising 
the value of mutual support and fellowship. 


The early eighteenth century was a bleak time spiritually - 
“there was a cold fog of indifference", which affected 
Baptists as well as other Christians. People had moved into 
the Age of Reason. The Pastor of Dartmouth Baptist Church, 
Thomas Newcomen, invented the first steam engine in this 
period c. 1705. 
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The climate was ripe for an evangelical revival and this 
swept the country in the latter part of the eighteenth 
century, and from it grew Methodism and Evangelical 
Anglicanism. Many Baptist Churches underwent a re-birth, 
with renewed dedication to the cause of Christ and the Great 
Commission. This resulted in the founding of the Baptist 
Missionary Society by William Carey in 1792, closely 
followed by other denominations who also rose to the 
challenge to “Go forth and tell!". 


Baptists still firmly believe in the importance of 
evangelism, the Bible as our sole means of authority, the 
right of each congregation to worship according to 
conscience and to govern itself as directed by the leading 
of Christ, the church as a gathered community of people, the 
priesthood of all believers, and in believer's baptism. 


«9) 
BAPTIST WITNESS IN HASTINGS 
AND ST. LEONARDS 


Baptists from Hastings and St. Leonards were the first to 
try to establish a Baptist work in Bexhill-on-Sea_ so it is 
appropriate that we include a little of their history. 


In 1836, a few people who held to Baptist principles, met 
in a room in Waterloo Passage, leading from the High Street, 
Hastings, for divine worship conducted by ministers from the 
Kent Baptist Association. 


Through the generous gratitude of Mr. Joseph Fletcher, of 
Lordship Lane, Tottenham, who visited the town and whose 
invalid daughter had benefited from Hastings air, the large 
Assembly Room of the Swan Hotel, High Street, was engaged 
for services. A Sunday School was established and, in 
addition, preaching services were held at Fairlight. 


Mr. Fletcher, in 1837, bought the ground in Wellington 
Square on which the church now stands, gave a donation of 
£100 towards the erection of a building and advanced all the 
money so that the work could be started at once. In 1850, 
he relinquished any claim for the outstanding £5,000 and 
paid the cost of renovations including the building of two 
vestries. 


The church was opened. for worship on 8th May, 1838 and under 
the leadership of the Rev. Philip Saffrey, the first Pastor, 
the church prospered. In 1840, five of its members were 
called to the mission field. A British Day School for boys 
was opened in the Lecture Hall in the same year, managed by 
members of the church. A voluntary charge of 2d (lp) per 
week per pupil was made. 


Wellington Square Baptist Church had two daughter churches — 
Halton and St. Leonards-on-Sea. Preaching services were 
held at Halton as early as 1854, and in 1867 a few members 
of the Wellington Square Church hired a room for services 
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and a Sunday School, employing a Bible-woman to oversee the 
work. 


A Mission Hall was built in Priory Road in 1871, supervised 
from time to time by deaconesses from Wellington Square 
Baptist Church. The .Hall was destroyed by German bombs in 
1940 and was not rebuilt. 


During the 1940's the meeting house nearby in Priory Road 
built by the Religious Society of Friends in 1901, was taken 
over and used a a Baptist Mission Hall. A Baptist Church was 
independently formed in 1950. A new church was built in Old 
London Road in 1957 to which the members removed. 


The Baptist Church at Chapel Park Road, St. Leonards was 
formally constituted on 4th November, 1880 at a service 
conducted by Rev. W. Barker, of Wellington Square Baptist 
Church. The church was built and opened for worship on 
Wednesday, 11th April, 1883. 


After many years of Christian witness in the town, the 
present minister, Rev. Stuart Clarke, and the members 
thought it right to relocate in a newly developing part of 
the town. Unfortunately, they have not been able to sell 
their present building because it has been Grade II listed. 
In the light of this, they have maintained services at 
Chapel Park Road and have also been holding services on the 
Robsack Wood Estate in a local school. This new venture 
holds great promise and they have already raised a 
substantial sum of money towards building a church and 
community centre for this very needy area. 
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THE HISTORY OF BEULAH BAPTIST CHURCH 
BEXHILL-ON-SEA 
BEGINNINGS 


From the “Bexhill Chronicle, July 21st 1893 


“On Tuesday evening there was a large gathering at the 
Assembly Rooms, Station Road, upon the occasion of a meeting 
for the purpose of inaugurating Baptist services at Bexhill. 
The chair was occupied by Mr. George Osborne, J.P. of 
Hastings and there was also on the platform the Rev. J. Drew 
(St. Leonards), the Rev. Alfred Hall (St. Leonards), the 
Rev. W.R. Peacock (Hastings), and the Rev. G.B. Richardson 
(Hastings). 


“The Chairman said they were met that evening to inaugurate 
a movement which he trusted would meet with the Divine 
blessing and the support of many in Bexhill. It had been 
contemplated for some years past to make an attempt to 
establish a Baptist cause in Bexhill, but the way hardly 
seemed open during the past few years. 


Later, however, two or three Baptist ministers had come to 
reside at Hastings or St. Leonards, who were ready and 
willing to help in establishing a cause in Bexhill. The 
fact, combined with the rapid increase of the town, had led 
them to think that the right time had come for making a 
move. He was glad to say that they did not cherish any 
antagonistic feeling to any denomination but they believed — 
without any addition to the fundamental truths of the Gospel 
which others and especially the Free Churches taught - that 
they had a special mission as a denomination to bear witness 
to a truth which in these days of ritual and formal religion 
was most vital and important - viz., that baptism was 
utterly useless, futile and unscriptural except it was 
preceded by personal repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ". 
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From the "Bexhill Chronicle", Dec, ist 1893 


"The new and rising denomination in the town - the Baptists 
- held another successful tea and meeting at the Assembly 
Rooms on Wednesday evening when there was an unusually large 
attendance. Soon after six o'clock the guests sat down to a 
capital repast (splendid meal) which was admirably served by 
Mr. Wickens. A special table was set aside for juveniles 
(young people), who took the opportunity of well fortifying 
the “inner man". 


"Mr. G. Osborne, J.P., presided at the public meeting and 
others present included the Rev. G.B. Richardson, the Rev. 
W.R. Peacock, the Rev. Alfred Hall, Mr. R.F. Compton, Mr. A. 
Johnson, Mr. Burns, Mr. Carus Bedford, Mr. Rix and Mr. 


Evans. The Chairman congratulated Mr. Richardson on the 
work he had inaugurated in the town and which was being 
carried forward to success. He saw no reason why the 


Baptists should not become a powerful body in the town. 


The Rev. G.B. Richardson said that the cause was progressing 
very steadily. People who first came to the services 
brought others. It was a great pleasure for him to come 
over from Hastings on the Sabbath Day to do God's work. 
Those who had the cause at heart would be glad to know that 
they had another branch in connection with their work. 


They had commenced a Sunday School a fortnight ago. It was 
not a very large one but they were very hopeful with the 
kind assistance of the several teachers that their scholars 
would increase. Mr. Compton also gave an address in which 
he congratulated the infant church on the progress so far 
made". 


From the "Bexhill Chronicle", June 15th 1894 


“The Baptist cause, which was established some time ago at 
the Assembly Rooms (opposite the Railway Station), and which 
has continued with more or less success since its removal to 
Greed's Coffee Palace, has now entered upon what promises 
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to be a still more successful phase in its history in the 
acceptance by the Rev. Joseph Lush, of St. Leonards, of a 
cordial invitation from the infant church to be its resident 
pastor. The services are held in the Club Room, which is a 
sufficiently commodious place of meeting, and there a hearty 
welcome will be extended to all comers. On Sunday next, the 
new pastor will commence his duties. The reverend gentleman 
may rest assured that his arrival in Bexhill is welcomed by 
religious people generally" 


We may deduce from these articles that certainly from 1893 
there were Baptists meeting in Bexhill, although Hastings 
members may well have sought to hold earlier meetings 
without lasting success. The first recorded meeting place 
was the Assembly Rooms, built in the 1880's in Station Road 
(opposite the then station, nearly opposite to Sainsbury's 
Car Park today). 


By June 1894, meetings transferred to the Club Room of the 
Bexhill Coffee Palace, owned by “Honest" John Greed. This 
was part of the development by John Webb in (ow called) 
Western Road - at first private houses, later converted to 
shops. The “Coffee Palace” was about the second shop down 
on the north side from Devonshire Square (where the "Swag 
Bag" shop is today). 


As reported in the Bexhill Chronicle, an invitation was 
issued to Rev. Joseph Lush of St. Leonards to be resident 
pastor: it would appear that for some unknown reason he did 
not take up the appointment. Perhaps this is why the cause 
ceased to flourish or went temporarily “underground” — this 
part of our history is obscure. 


MRS. C.H, SPURGEON 


In April 1895, Mrs. Spurgeon came to stay at Bexhill whilst 
"Westwood", her home in Upper’ Norwood, was being 
redecorated. In Bexhill, she enquired, “can you please tell 
me where to find the Baptist meeting place?" Some person 
Cunknown) replied, “don't know, Mum, never ‘eard of no such 
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people as Baptises ‘ere”. A second enquiry elicited the 
reply, “Baptists? (with a curiously frigid intonation of 
voice), Oh! they had a room in that street over there, but 
its closed now. I think they split and joined the 
Brethren". One person thought they had a service in a room 
over a fried fish shop, another said they gathered at the 
rear of a coffee shop, in such and such a street. 


Mrs. Spurgeon continues:- “We set out to find for ourselves 
these "few sheep in the wilderness", but we wandered up and 
down a succession of streets, indulging now and then in 
brief conversations as those mentioned above, till my 
perambulatory powers were exhausted”. 


Subsequent enquiries elicited the fact that there had been 
various attempts to raise a Baptist cause in Bexhill but 
that, for one reason for another, or for many reasons put 
together, all efforts had failed. She deplored the fact 
that many houses were being built, other denominations had 
erected churches and “there was not even a barn where they 
could worship God after their own faith and order”. 


Again, Mrs. Spurgeon says:- "During the past year I have 
been pondering the matter in my heart but no plan, no 
scheme, presented itself to my mind and no idea occurred to 
me that I could do anything in the matter till the day of 
which I am going to tell you. 


A dear pastor and his wife came to my house, "Westwood", 
last autumn, seeking a little rest before entering a new 
pastorate. Month after month passed away, every possible 
enquiry was made, the dear man went to many places to preach 
as a supply, but no settlement was arrived at. It seemed as 
if the Lord had shut every door against him, though he is a 
man much beloved and has long been a faithful minister of 
God. 


...-QOne morning as I was praying ... there flashed into my 
mind the thought "God would have him go to Bexhill and raise 
a cause there for His glory...*. For a few more weeks I 
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kept silence ... it was no path of roses in which I proposed 
my friends should travel. It was no easy matter to go to a 
strange place, where you did not know a single soul and 
introduce yourself as a probable pastor for a non-existent 
church ... now he has gathered round him a nice little 
company of earnest Baptists. 


... Our desires and prayers are so far answered that a plot 
of land has been secured on which a school chapel is to be 
built as soon as all the legal preliminaries are attended to 
... for the present Mr. Hockey has taken York Hall and 
meetings will be held on the Sabbath until our own place is 
ready”. 


Pastor Hockey came to Bexhill in February 1896. He asked 
for, but was refused, permission to use the Council Chamber 
at the Town Hall (now the large Committee Room). As Mrs. 
Spurgeon reported, he first used the York Hall (ext door to 
the York Hotel, later this’ became the Gaiety Cinema); then 


Post Office garage premises, now commercial premises. He 
then used Jubilee Institute (now part of the Bexhill Youth 
Centre building). At this time a plot of land came 


available on the corner of Buckhurst and Clifford Roads and 
was paid for with trust money held by Mrs. Spurgeon. 


One comment by Mrs. Spurgeon concerning the new church 
building must be recorded: — 


“There is to be no debt on this house of God. I am going to 
give all I possibly can to it and trust my rich Father to 
send me the remainder. There are to be no _ bazaars, 
concerts, or worldly entertainments to share in the erection 
of the Beulah Baptist Church, Bexhill". 


THE CHAPEL (NOW THE CLIFFORD HALL) 


The foundation of the Chapel was laid on 1ith August 1896, 
and the building opened on 30th December 1896, free of debt 
(thanks to the generosity of friends at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, the church where Charles Haddon Spurgeon had 


(16) 
been the pastor) and elsewhere. 


The Church was formed with 40 members on the 3ist January 
1897. The cost of the building was £1,300; other expenses 
such as land, architect, legal costs, hire of York Hall and 
Jubilee Institute, support of minister up to the formation 
of the church, totalled £250. On the 8th February 1897, 
Pastor Hockey was chosen as minister of the church. 


It is worth recording Mrs. Spurgeon’'s statement on 12th 
April 1897, “no man, woman or child is asked to give; but if 
a Divine prompting comes to anyone, I pray you do not ignore 
it, dear friends". 


Mrs. Spurgeon always thought of the erection of a Baptist 
place of worship in Bexhill as a memorial to her husband, 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon ("the Prince of Preachers" as he was 
known), but it was she herself who proposed, when the idea 
of a building was first mooted that it should be called 
Beulah Baptist Chapel. There were many who would have 
preferred that it should be named, “The Spurgeon Memorial 
Chapel" but Mrs. Spurgeon’s wishes were finally deferred to. 


THE CHURCH BUILDING 


Mrs. Spurgeon, then convalescing at the Marine Hotel (and 
described as looking like the Queen CVictoria)), cut the 
first sod on the 12th April 1897. She laid the Memorial 
Stone on 7th July 1897, in “glorious weather" (sunshades and 
parasols all around) and in the presence of over 100 friends 
from the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 50 with Pastor W.J. Harris 
from Eastbourne, representatives from Pastor Hockey's 
previous churches, friends from Battle with Pastor G.B. 
Richardson in eight wagons. Tea for 240 was held in the 
hall. An evening service was held in the Wesleyan Chapel. 


The Church was opened on 17th August 1898, free of debt; a 
local Church of England member gave Pastor Hockey a blank 
cheque to complete the transaction. The architect was Resta 
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Moore who was a deacon of the church, who described the 
style as "14th-century Gothic". The builder was Charles 
Thomas (who had changed his surname from Greed in accordance 
with the strongly expressed wish of his wife, one wonders 
whether this was a condition of marriage?) The cost of the 
building (somewhat altered from the first design submitted) 
was £3, 684. 


Charles Haddon Spurgeon's two sons were present at the 
opening, and the address was given by Pastor Archibald G. 
Brown, who delivered a spirited tirade against “modern 
theology" (scriptural liberalism) which was infiltrating the 
Church at large, at that time. This was in accord with C.H. 
Spurgeon's campaign in what was known as the “Downgrade” 
Controversy. 


Charles Haddon Spurgeon had been profoundly disturbed by 
modernistic liberal influences spreading amongst Baptists, 
and he held firmly to the authority of Scripture and 
systematic theology - derivation of truth from Scripture and 
the formulation of a connected body of doctrine based on the 
unity of the Bible. 


This brought ¢.H. Spurgeon into conflict with those who 
wished to modify Biblical statements by human reasoning and 
philosophy; he was not only under attack from those who 
disagreed, but was deliberately misrepresented. It may be 
noted that in the 1958 Kelvedon edition, his sermons have 
been selected and edited to remove teaching in conflict with 
modernistic views denying the divinity of Christ, the 
inerrancy of Scripture, and substituting speculation for 
inspiration, regarding much of the Bible as fable or 
inaccurate history. Spurgeon would stand against such a 
travesty of the truth until his last breath. 


The articles of the “Basis of Belief" associated with the 
original Constitution and Rules of Beulah were undoubtedly 
in sympathy with Spurgeon's views. It followed naturally 
that Beulah joined the Particular Baptist Association of 
Kent and Sussex in 1906.. 
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The following article which Mrs. Spurgeon wrote for the May 
1897 edition of “The Sword and the Trowel", (the magazine of 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle), gives us an inspiring insight 
into the very earliest days of Beulah. 


She writes: “I have been to Bexhill. I have seen my 
“beautifu] little Zion". I have heard the Gospel in all its 
fulness and simplicity proclaimed within its walls. I have 
worshipped the Lord with a gratefnl heart and sung His high 
praises in the assembly of His people, and I have sat with 
them at His table, and remembered His Love, and His death. 
Verily, that day I came to Elim with its wells and palm 
trees, and my soul encamped there with great joy by the 
waters. 


Now I have returned from this blessed pilgrimage more 
assured than ever that there is a great work to be done for 
the Lord at Bexhill, and that He is going it in His own 
gracious and glorious way. From first to last let us give 
Him the honour and glory, for to Him alone it is due. “This 


is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes". Oh! 
that I could praise Him as I ought! My heart is ful) of 
gratitude ... I had a Sabbath day at Bexhill which will be 


remembered by me till I come to the gate of heaven. 


"... The services at Beulah are bright and joyous. The 
people come in eagerly, as if they were hungry and expected 
a good meal there; and certainly the dainties of the Gospel 
feast were spread for them on that Sabbath morning, when Mr. 
Hockey preached from those words, "Come, for aJ] things are 
how ready”. 


Pastor Charles Spurgeon (Junior) said: His mother had begun 
to dig ont the foundation of a new station on the line to 
‘Heaven and he hoped some would take their tickets and enter 
the Gospel train that morning. 
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"You cannot imagine how dear this place is 
to me. All the tenderest emotions of my 
heart are touched by the sight of this 
“little Beulah” of yours and mine. It has 
been built to the glory of God, first and 
foremost, and He has already come and taken 
possession of it, and made it His own house, 
by receiving sinners there. He has filled 
it with His glory! But it also enshrines 
the precious memory of my dear one who has 
gone to be with God and, therefore, has a 
peculiar sacredness to me. This cutting of 
the first sod is a smal] beginning of what I 
am sure wil] have a great and g]orious 
ending, for the work is of the l.ord all the 
way through, and He never does this by 
halves". 


MRS. C.H. SPURGEON 


“If any church was born of the Holy Spirit, 


it is the Baptist Church at Bexhill; they have 


a living church, a living preacher, a living 
Lord, and a living gospel”. 


OR W. J. HARR STBOUR 
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MINISTRY OF PASTOR J.S. HOCKEY 
1897 — 1928 


Pastor John Hockey came to Bexhill-on-Sea at the invitation 
of Mrs. Spurgeon in order to establish a Baptist work in the 
town. His experience as a minister was considerable. He 
was a lay-pastor of a village church for 12 years before 
entering Spurgeon's College in 1880. After a brief period 
of training he worked effectively in two London pastorates 
and at Henfield in Sussex. It was when he resigned from 
Henfield that he stayed with Mrs. Spurgeon. Months went by 
and no opening for service presented itself. 


As we have seen, God was holding this man back in readiness 
for the special work he had for him to do in Bexhill and so 
firstly from a private house and then in hired premises, the 
work in Bexhill began to grow unti] there were enough 
Baptists to form a virile church. The first church meeting 
was held on February 8th 1897, when Mr. Hockey was elected 
Pastor and Messrs. Wade and Simmons as Elders. A resolution 
was also passed expressing the Church's indebtedness to Mrs. 
Spurgeon for al] she had done towards establishing the 
Church. This was proposed by Pastor J.S. Hockey, seconded 
by Mr. James Friend and supported by Mr. George R. Parker; 
needless to say it was passed unanimously. 


In 1898, three additional] Elders were appointed, Messrs. 
Shaw, Friend and Rich. Membership was then 75, with i22 
scholars in the Sunday School and 10 teachers. The accounts 
of the same year, show a transfer from the Genera] Fund of 
£52 to the Manse Fund. The Manse was completed and paid for 
in the following year. It was built at the right side of 
the main front of the church, where the Buckhurst Room now 
stands in Buckhurst Road. 


Passive resistance was prominent at this time and on one 
occasion the Pastor and 16 members were summoned for non 
payment of a portion of the rates. The death of Mrs. C.H. 
Spurgeon was recorded in the Church Minute Book on October 
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22nd 1904. A memorial tablet on the north east wall of the 
Church to her memory was unveiled on March 16th 1904, by her 
son, Pastor Charles Spurgeon. The Autumn District Meetings 
of the Kent and Sussex Baptist Association were held at 
Beulah later in the year. The membership of the Church was 
now 123. Early in 1905, Mr. G. Simmons resigned the 
Treasurership on leaving the town and was presented with a 
framed testimonial in appreciation of his work during the 
previous eight years. 


In the tollowing year, the Church became affiliated with the 
Kent and Sussex Baptist Association. At the Annual General 
Meeting in January 1907, “It was unanimously agreed that the 
Church commence mission work at Sidley when our Wesleyan 
friends give up". Early in 1908, one of the Church members, 
Mr. George Jones, lett for work on the mission field in 
Africa. 


In June 1909, a resolution. was passed to open a Building 
Fund to provide a more suitable meeting place at Sidley.. 
Mention is also made of the church magazine, known as “The 
Lookout", and edited by the Pastor. No copy ot this 
magazine has been found. A period of depression occurred at 
this time which was reflected in the yearly income and the 
number in membership. 


In May 1912, the Church showed its sympathy with the victims 
of the Titanic disaster. by contributing to the fund for 
their relief. On September 10th 1913, the new building at 
Sidley, “to be known henceforth as Haddon Hall" was opened 
for Sunday School and Divine worship. During 1915, the 
ladies of the Church worked diligently for the Belgian 
Relief Fund and despatched nearly four hundred articles to 
the Central Depot. 


Pastor Hockey suffered a great loss in 1916 in the home call 
of his wife, after a long illness. The work of the Church 
was carried on during the war period during which one 
member, Mr. F. Corke, made the Supreme Sacrifice. In 1920, 
the Rev. F.J. Feltham conducted a week’s mission which 
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resulted in several conversions and much blessing. 


The Thanksgiving Services of 1920 were conducted by the Rev. 
J.B. Payne of Tunbridge Wells, who Jater became the Pastor 
of Beulah. By 1925, the work of the Church had progressed 
steadily, the membership having reached 120 and the yearly 
income £667. In 1926, the B.M.S. held its first Summer 
School at Ancaster House, beginning the close association 
with Beulah which existed until relatively recent times, to 
our mutual benefit. 


Additional ‘Trustees were appointed in 1927. The Annual 
Meeting in February 1928, was clouded by the serious illness 
of the Pastor. This was the first annual meeting from which 
he had been absent during 3) yesrs' ministry. At this 
meeting, Miss Noble was thanked for her long and faithful 
service at Sidley, prior to her commencing training for the 
Mission Field. The Pastor did not recover from his illness 
and on Sunday morning, June 2nd, just a few days before his 
8ist birthday, he received his home call. On the following 
Sunday the Rev. G.B. Sawday conducted a Memorial Service. 


The Church owes an enormous debt to Pastor Hockey who 
devoted his life's energy and interest to the establishing 
of Beulah. He was widely respected for his sincerity of 
purpose and kindness of heart. He was held in respect by 
people from all walks of life - although some disagreed with 
his teaching. Many could testify to having received great 
blessing under his ministry and many have been encouraged by 
his evidence of faith in His heavenly Father. It has been 
stated that the work of establishing the Church here was 
born and sustained by prayer. 


It is also stated that Beulah has never been in debt: 
actually there is evidence that the Church was sometimes 
financially in debt to Pastor Hockey, who waived part of his 
stipend when funds were low. Pastor Hockey was a godly man, 
versed in the Scriptures, evangelical and deeply sincere in 
his beliefs. His photos reveal a face strong yet kindly, 
and not without a sense of humour. We give thanks for his 
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faithful ministry to the life of our Fellowship over those 
first 31 years. 


(24) 
MINISTRY OF REV. J.B. PAYNE 
1929 — 1944 


The Church Meeting held on December 17th 1928, passed two 
resolutions; first that an invitation to the pastorate be 
sent to the Rev. J.B. Payne of Tunbridge Wells, second that 
the Church join the Baptist Union. Mr. Payne accepted the 
invitation and commenced his ministry on Easter Sunday, 
March 3ist 1929, taking up residence at the Church Manse. 
The Pastor was no stranger to the Church having been 
Moderator of the Kent and Sussex Baptist Association. 


Mr. Payne was trained at Spurgeon's College and came to 
Beulah with twenty years pastoral experience behind him, 
having previously held pastorates at Dereham Road, Norwich; 
Hockcliffe Street, Leighton Buzzard; and the Tabernacle, 
Tunbridge Wells. There was much to be done after a nine 
month's vacant pastorate following a long ministry, but Mr. 
Payne wisely decided to move slowly but nevertheless 
diligently. 


The Recognition Services took place on May 22nd, the 
preacher being Rev. Charles Brown, D.D. Two hundred friends 
attended the tea which followed. The evening meeting was 
presided over by Dr. F.B. Lewis, a deacon at St. Leonards 
Baptist Church. Other speakers were Rev. T. Woodhouse, Area 
Superintendent, Rev. F. J. Feltham, Rev. J. Osborne, M.A. of 
Bexhill, Mr. J.T. Noble on behalf of the Church and the 
Pastor. 


The membership was then 137 and the offerings for the year 
totalled £665. Being s Spurgeon Memorial Church no organ 
had been included. (The services at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in London were sung unaccompanied, the starting 
note being given by a tuning fork). At Beulah, a large 
harmonium had béen purchased to lead the singing but in 
April 1929, it was decided to appoint a committee to 
consider the installation of a more suitable instrument. In 
this connection, a sale of work was held in November which 
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realized £372 and an order placed with Messrs. R. Spurden 
Rutt of Leyton. 


Being built above the pulpit, the organ covers a great 
painted text from John 6 v 37: “All that the Father giveth 
me, comes to me; and him that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out". This text was lit by two side windows which 
had, of course, to be filled in. (They were visible from 
the outside until the Beulah Centre area was built and 
completed in 1986). The total cost of the organ and the 
structural alterations was £1, 200. 


The Opening Day was April 2nd 1930, and the organ was 
dedicated by Rev. Charles Brown, D.D. The Doxology was 
sung, Mr. A.B. Pardon, who had acted as an adviser to the 
Church, having taken his seat at the console. In the 
evening there was a recital given by Mr. Allan Brown, 
F.R.C.O., L.R. A.M, organist and musical director at the 
Kingsway Hall. He was accompanied by his wife, Miss 
Beatrice Ashton, who sang two sacred songs, “Praise ye the 
Lord" and “Abide with me". It was, however, with deep 
regret that our Pastor, having recently returned home from 
hospital, was unable to be present on that day. The fact, 
however, that such an instrument had been installed free of 
debt was a great encouragement and joy to him. 


Two further items had to be dealt with urgently. The 
baptistry was leaking badly and had to be rebuilt, an 
electric immersion heater was purchased at the time and the 
Church tower had to be re-shingled with oak slats and copper 
rails; these items cost £120 and £60 respectively. A 
meeting for the women of the Church was also started in 
November 1930. 


In 1931, Gipsy Ezekiel Smith conducted a week's mission in 
connection with Young Life Week at Haddon Hall in which the 
Pastor and friends from Beulah joined. The following year, 
the Church joined in the three year Discipleship Campaign of 
the Baptist Union. At the Annual General Meeting a letter 
from the choir was read recommending that “Amen” be sung 
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after the hymns and this was agreed to. Acousticon 
apparatus (P.A. and hearing system) was installed in the 
Church and was found to be much appreciated. 


At the end of 1932, the membership had risen to 204 and 
subscriptions during the year to the Baptist Missionary 
Society amounted to £120. 


Mrs. Hockey (the late Pastor's second wife) left Bexhill; 
early next year and a resolution was passed expressing 
appreciation of all her work in connection with Sidley and 
the Baptist Missionary Society. 


In June 1933, the Church purchased a plot of ground in 
Sidley Street for extension purposes at a cost of £135. A 
contribution of £66 from the ladies of the Church was made 
towards the cost of new electric lights in the Church. The 
year closed with a membership of 215 and the Missionary 
contributions amounted to £143. 


In January 1934, the Church decided to hand over the 
Trusteeship of the Beulah and Sidley buildings to the 
Baptist Union Corporation Limited. The Church also decided 
to hold a sale of work for a period of three days in 
November. Through this effort the Haddon Hall Building Fund 
was increased by £428 and in addition there were special 
gifts given by various friends which amounted to £226. A 
permanent primary room was erected and opened for use during 
the following summer. It is interesting to note that at 
this time, there were 262 children on the Sunday School 
registers at Sidley. The year closed with a membership of 
230 and B.M.S. contributions £153. 


The Church entertained the Annual Assembly of the Kent and 
Sussex Baptist Association from May 31st - June 2nd 1937, 
the Moderator being the Rev. P.A. Hudgell, who was 
accompanied by Mrs. Hudgell. Others present were Mr. H.L. 
Taylor, President of the Baptist Union, Rev. H.H. Sutton, 
B.A., Area Superintendent and the Rev. W. Lomax Mackenzie, 
Association Treasurer. 
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At the Church Meeting in June 1938, details were given of 
buildings at Sidley which were considered for the work 
there. The Treasurer stated the estimated cost was £3,000, 
that £140 was in hand, an anonymous friend had promised to 
double all subscriptions up to £500 and that we should aim 
at a sale of work in the autumn to raise a further £400 
(actually £454 was received) and recommending friends to 
subscribe over a three-year period. The following 
resolution was then passed: "That we make a bold effort to 
erect the necessary buildings at Sidley, that we adopt a 
three-year plan to raise the money and we proceed with the 
work as soon as we feel we can justifiably do so". 


The year 1939 was an outstanding one. It commenced with a 
membership of 271 and a balance on hand on the Sidley 
Building Fund of £1,031. In February the Rev. Hugh C.C. 
McCullough held a mission from the 18th to 27th. A meeting 
for men only was held on the Sunday afternoon, every seat in 
the Church being occupied. In the evening after the service 
a meeting was held in the Playhouse, Western Road, and was. 
well attended. Many committed themselves to the Lord at 
this time. 


The Pastor and Mrs. Payne's 10th anniversary was celebrated 
on March 29th, the preacher on that day being the Rev. P.W. 
Evans, B.A., B.D., Principal of Spurgeon's College. And 
then, on September 3rd, war was declared. The Pastor should 
have been on holiday but owing to the international tension 
remained on duty. The services on that morning were 
conducted by the Rev. W.H. Stradling, of St. Leonards. Mr. 
Payne went into the pulpit shortly after 11 a.m and told 
the congregation of the Prime Minister's message that we 
were then at war with Germany. 


Bexhill ranked as a reception centre for twelve months and 
hence the 42nd Church Anniversary was held on October iith, 
preacher the Rev. E. Victor Whittle, of West Croydon, and 
the Autumn Meetings of the Hastings District were held at 
Beulah on Wednesday, October 25th. The year closed with a 
membership of 282 and the B.M.S. contributions were £136. 
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But in September 1940, an evacuation order was issued by the 
authorities and in a few days the population was reduced by 
several thousands. During the war period Mr. and Mrs. Payne 
remained at the Manse and closely guarded the Church 
premises and the work week by week. Damage occurred to the 
Church roof following a raid with incendiary bombs, one or 
two set light to the Church roof but fortunately water from 
the ever open baptistry kept the fires down until the fire 
engines arrived. Had it not been for the vigilance of the 
Rev. and Mr. Payne who, whenever the air raid warning was 
sounded, were immediately on the alert, the damage to the 
building would have been much worse. This occurred three 
days before a United Free Church service was held at Beulah 
and the efforts of several friends in cleaning up after the 
damage were successful. 


It was possible to hold all services throughout the war with 
the exception of the morning service on the Battle of 
Britain Sunday. Damage was done later by bombing to the 
windows of the Church, all of which were later entirely 
replaced or repaired in accordance with their original 
colours. Unfortunately, the gallery windows had to be 
repaired with plain glass. 


The Church Hall, etc., was listed for emergency use, a brick 
hot plate was erected on a plot of ground on the south side 
of the entrance and gas and electric stoves were supplied. 
Fortunately the need to use them did not arise. The Baptist 
War Damage Committee rendered valuable help in dealing with 
war damage to the buildings. With depleted numbers, the 
work continued regularly, deacons and church meetings being 
held and the premises kept in a state of cleanliness and 
repair. Contacts were faithfully kept with those who had 
joined the forces and parcels were often sent to the 100 or 
so young people who were serving in the Army, Navy or Air 
Force. 


The Annual General Meeting in 1942 was held in the absence 
of the Pastor and a message assuring him of the members’ 
loyal support and appreciation of the work of Mrs. Payne and 
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himself under difficult conditions was sent to him. In that 
year, a gift of £250 3% Defence Bonds from St. John's Free 
Church, Tunbridge Wells Trust, was received from the Baptist 
Union Corporation Limited, for the work at Sidley. 


During the next year, the Church joined the Council of 
Churches for Corporate Action, at the same time expressing 
regret thal the spread of the Gospel was not mentioned in 
the programme. 


The strain of these years took their toll of Mr. Payne, who 
was already in poor health. For 15 years he had led the 
Church and in October 1944, a letter of resignation was 
received with deep regret by the Church officers. Mr. and 
Mrs. Payne were hoping to remain in order to welcome back 
members of the Forces and friends who had been evacuated, 
many since 1940. It was hoped that the resignation would 
not take effect until March 1945, but owing to the Pastor's 
deteriorating health, this date had to be brought forward to 
December 31st 1944; it was received with the greatest regret. 
by the members. 


Prior to the close of Mr. Payne's ministry the Church Roll 
was revised, 9 names deleted and 44 transferred to an absent 


members roll. The faithful) work of Mr. and Mrs. Payne 
during their 16 years' ministry was recognised at a 
presentation service on March 5th 1945, ‘This was attended 


by representatives of various walks of life, all of whom 
paid tribute to the loyalty of Mr. and Mrs. Payne to the 
Church and Town, particularly during the war period. 


In addition to normal pastoral duties, Mr. Payne took great 
interest in the work of Bexhill Hospital, where he was 
unofficially recognised as Chaplain, receiving an official 
appointment when the National Health Service was 
inaugurated. In sickness and in health, in peace or in war 
time, his energies and thoughts were devoted to the work of 
His Master and no doubt he has received His "Well done, good 
and faithful servant”. He remained in the town during 
retirement and was able to continue his valued work as 
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Chaplain of the Hospital. 


i 
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MINISTRY OF REV. T. A. H, GETLEY 
1945 - 1954 


During May 1945, an invitation was extended to the Rev. 
Thomas Getley to consider the pastorate at Beulah. He was 
having a fruitful ministry at Gorleston, Great Yarmouth, but 
responded to the invitation believing it to be God’s will. 
The Induction Service took place on July 25th and the 
Ministry started on August ist. 


It was a difficult period for church and ministry. The 
Church had lost more than 80 from its membership. Many of 
the older members had died and there were few Baptists 
moving into the town. Mr. and Mrs. Getley worked hard. He 
was especially active among the children and young people, 
and the elderly and infirm appreciated the kindness of his 
pastoral ministry. 


During his term of office, Mr. Getley presided at Church and 
deacons' meetings at the Sidley Baptist Church. The Church 
Anniversary took place in October, the preacher being the 
Rev. H. Tydeman-Chilvers. This was also a Thanksgiving Day 
when special offerings were made for Church Funds. 


The Church Roll was revised, 44 names being transferred to 
the Absent Members Roll; the membership was 195 on December 
3ist 1945. Early the next year, consideration was given to 
the system for the election of deacons and this was amended 
in various ways. It was also decided to appoint a 
Deaconess, Sister Dorothy Finch, to work at Sidley under the 
guidance of the Pastor, and the Church accepted 
responsibility for her salary. 


The Church Covenant was decided upon and a copy sent to each 
member. Later Beulah joined the Bexhill Council of 
Churches. Jubilee services were held, the preacher on the 
Sunday being Principal Percy Evans, of Spurgeon's College. 
On the following Wednesday, Dr. Townley-Lord was the 
preacher at the afternoon service which was followed by tea 
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and an evening meeting. The next Sunday, the morning 
service was attended by the Mayor, Alderman J.S. Taylor, and 
members of the Council and this was conducted by the Pastor. 
The membership roll now numbered 197. 


During the Universal Week of Prayer, the Pastor was invited 
to give a short message at the Ritz Cinema at 8 p.m on the 
Sunday and this was accepted. At this time the heating 
apparatus of the Church had to receive serious overhaul and 
it was decided to install two new boilers, one to serve the 
Church and one the Church Hall, both working independently, 
the cost of these and of additional radiators being £500. 
During this period, Sunday services were held in the Church 
Hall. 


Early in 1948, steps were taken to form a branch church at 
Sidley and 16 members transferred from Beulah for this 
purpose. They formed the nucleus of the new Fellowship. 
The name was changed from Haddon Hall to Sidley Baptist 
Church and Sister Isa Lewis led the cause, Sister Dorothy 
having resigned. During April, a baptismal service was held 
at Beulah for Sidley friends. 


Later the Church joined in the Mid-Century Campaign and as a 
first step, efforts were made for greater fellowship within 
the Church so that the members would be better able to take 
their part in outside work. It was also decided to hold 
Community Hymn Singing after the evening service on the 
first Sunday in the month, and that the Tuesday services 
throughout each month should follow the order: Church 
Meeting, Bible Study, Discussion Groups and Social, with a 
prayer meeting on Saturdays at 8 p.m 


The Church Anniversary Services in 1949 were conducted by 
Dr. S.W. Hughes. To assist in the work of visitation, a 


portable Communion set was purchased. The original 
Communion cups were this year offered to Mrs. Emberson for 
her work in Nyasa and these were accepted. The Pastor 


joined in house to house visitation with other clergy in the 
town, with fruitful results. 
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During 1950, the Church decided to hold an Inner Mission and 
the Rev. W.D. Jackson agreed to conduct special services on 
January 20th - 23rd 1951. During the year, the Pastor 
assisted in the Mid-Century Campaign work in towns such as 
Rochester, Horsham and Lewes. 


In November 1950, the Church Treasurer, Mr. F.L. Hubbard 
proposed that copies of the Church accounts should be made 
available to those attending the Annual General Meeting and 
on request this was agreed to. It was with deep regret that 
early in 1951, members heard of the serious illness of Mr. 
F.L. Hubbard, and were grateful to his son, Mr. Brian 
Hubbard, for taking over the work of treasurer in a 
temporary capacity. 


Later in the year, it was decided to hold quarterly Church 
Meetings as follows:~- October, February, April and July and 
also that a Badminton Club be formed. Also during 1951, 
after 44 years under the: tutelage of Beulah, the Sidley 
Church became an independent church, whilst maintaining 
links with the mother church at Beulah. The £2,088 which 
Beulah had raised for the new premises was transferred to 
the B.U. Corporation as Trustees for building purposes at 
Sidley. 


In January 1952, a special Church Meeting was held to 
consider the revision of the Church rules. These had been 
carefully considered by the Pastor and Church Officers over 
a period of time. After discussion, the “Constitution and 
Rules, Revised and Adopted 1952" were unanimously adopted. 
It was also decided to remove the name cards from the pews 
before the holiday season and that these should not be 
replaced. The Church also protested, unsuccessfully, 
against a suggested car park in Clifford Road. 


In May 1953, the Pastor's resignation was accepted by the 
Church members who expressed appreciation and gratitude for 
both his work and that of Mrs. Getley who ably led the 
Women's Own and was a regular member of the choir. 
Newcomers, as well as others, appreciated her quiet 
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friendliness. His ministry concluded on June 30th 1954, 
when a farewell meeting was held after the evening service. 
Mr. Getley's work amongst young people was noted, also his 
work in the Council of Churches. 


(35) 
MINISTRY OF REV. EDMUND HEDDLE 
£955 2919738 


When Mr. Getley moved to East Malling in 1954, the Church 
extended a unanimous invitation to the Rev. Edmund Heddle, 
minister for the past six years at the Sudbury Baptist 
Church. His letter of acceptance was placed before a-Church 
Meeting on January 11th 1955, and the members confirmed the 
appointment. 


An opportunity was taken at this meeting to record thanks to 
the Rev. Frank Bultard, B.A., B.D., and the Rev. W. Lomax 
Mackenzie for their generous help in so many ways during the 
period the pastorate had been vacant. 


The Induction Service took place on Wednesday, March 30th; a 
reception was held and presided over bythe Rev. George 
Cumming, B.D., of Eastbourne, Moderator elect of the Kent 
and Sussex Baptist Association. His Worship, the Mayor of- 
Bexhill, Councillor Mrs. J. Alexander, J.P., who was 
accompanied by the Mayoress, Mrs. Green, extended a welcome 
to Bexhill to Mr. and Mrs. Heddle and wished them many years 
of useful service in the Church and town. 


Greetings were also expressed by the Rector, the Rev. C.G. 
Earwaker, Rev. H.E. Jump, Mr. H.W. Spier, Senior Deacon of 
the Sudbury Baptist Church and Mr. E.S. Gittings, Secretary 
of the Sidley Baptist Church. The evening meeting was 
presided over by Rev. W. Lomax Mackenzie. The charge to the 
Church was given by the Rev. H.V. Larcombe, B.A., B.D., 
Southern Area Superintendent, the charge to the minister by 
Rev. E.F. Kevan, M. ‘Th., Principal of the London Bible 
College. 


A statement was made by the Church Secretary giving details 
of the work of the Selection Committee and of the unanimity 
of the Church in sending the invitation, aftter which Mr. 
Heddle responded. 
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The question of a suitable Manse had been considered; 
members had inspected the existing Manse and considered it 
to be unsuitable and unsafe (a view later confirmed by the 
Executive of the Kent and Sussex Baptist Association). The 
Church, then decided, after several houses’ had _ been 
inspected by members of the Church, to purchase 28 Westville 
Road and trustees of the property were appointed as 
follows:- Messrs. E.M. Payne, R.D. Lamdin, B.E. Hubbard and 
L.A. Williams. 


The members also decided on the demolition of the old Manse, 
its condition being such that considerable monies would have 
to be spent on its renovation and upkeep; the work was duly 
carried out in the summer. 


Mr. Heddle began his ministry at Beulah, bringing with hima 
dedicated and infectious enthusiasm in his approach to the 
work of the Church. The fruits of his labours prospered and 
congregations increased; many were added to the Church by 
baptism and transfer; existing organisations were 
strengthened and new ventures begun. Sacrificial giving 
increased which made buying the new Manse possible and the 
redecoration of the Clifford Hall and later of the Church. 


Early in April 1955, Miss Harvey resigned the Missionary 
Secretaryship after many years of service and Mr. R.D. 
Lamdin was appointed in her place. The office of 
Choirmaster, which had been vacant for some time, was filled 
by one of our newer members, Mr. A.E. Walton 


During May, the Church sanctioned the formation of a Girls’ 
Life Brigade and its enrolment took place at the morning 
service of June 5th, the offices being Chaplain: Rev. Edmund 
Heddle; Captain: Miss M. Howell; Lieutenant: Miss Dorothy 
Simmons. Later in the year, through the generosity of a 
friend, Colours were presented to both the Girls and Cadet 
Sections of the Company, now known as the “4th Bexhill 
Company of the Girls' Brigade". 
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In the autumn a Young Women's Fellowship was formed, its 
object being to afford opportunity for those who could not 
always leave their duties during the afternoon to have 
fellowship together. ‘The meetings were held at the Albany 
Court Hotel by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. R.D. Lamdin. 
The membership at the time of the Jubilee in this group was 
18 in 1956. 


Other appointments made in 1955 were (1) the Rev. Frank 
Buffard, B.A., B.D., as editor of the "Friendly Link", and 
(2) Mr. R.J.R. Pike as Church Correspondent. The Church 
welcomed many visitors during that and the following summers 
including those from the B.M.S. Summer School, Boys’ and 
Girls' Brigade Companies and St. John's Ambulance Brigade. 
Services were also held at Bexhill Hospital where Mr. Heddle 
was supported by members of the Choir - these took place 
from time to time in the four wards of the hospital. 


There were two baptismal services during the first year of 
Mr. Heddle's ministry, in October and November, when four . 
were baptised and received into Church membership. These 
friends had attended Church membership instruction classes 
which the Pastor had been conducting over a number of weeks. 


A Fellowship Tea and Gift Day was held on October 26th and 
in the following month a very full and successful Weekend 
was enjoyed, the deputation being Rev. and Mrs. Eadie. 
Following their visit, a weekly Missionary Working Party was 
formed. On the Saturday evening, the Ropeholders held their 
annual sale of calendars etc., made by the members at which 
there was a missionary exhibition and bookstall, followed by 
an account of work in Orissa, India, with the help of 
slides. Mr. Eadie conducted the services on the Sunday and 
Mrs. Eadie spoke to the Sunday School in the afternoon and 
addressed a united women's meeting on the Monday afternoon 
which was attended by friends from Sidley Baptist Church. 


The Pastor began a series of Bible Studies during the winter 
period which proved to be the first of many which were well 
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attended and greatly enjoyed by the members. The Church 
members worked hard on a day tor the collection of clothes 
etc., for refugees, 37 sacks were filled and £9 is Od was 
received in _ cash. In the year 1955, the membership 
commenced with a membership of 145 which increased by 30 by 
December 3ist. Besides the redecoration of the Church Hall, 
the stone window pillars in the choir transept were also 
renewed. They had become unsafe owing to deterioration 
caused by weather conditions. A new clock for the Hall was 
also purchased. The Jubilee Year concluded with a deep 
sense of gratitude to God and a feeling of confidence for 
the future, that under the ministry of the Rev. Edmund 
Heddle that there would be great things ahead. 


The Open Air Sunday School and Community Hymn Singing on the 
seafront during the summer months was instituted by Mr. 
Heddle with the support of other churches in Bexhill. This 
became extremely popular and the sight of Mr. Heddle pumping 
out hymn tunes on his accordian, surrounded by youngsters, 
will remain in the memory of many for years to come. 


They used to sing a Welcome Chorus: — 


Come and join our Bexhill Sunday School 
Under God's blue open sky; 
There is something here tor everyone, 
Come along and don't be shy. 
Here we learn of God our Father 
And His love for you and me; 
Welcome to our Bexhill Sunday School 
By the wide, blue sea. 
D. A. H. 


Another lesson the children were taught on these occasions 
was on Faith. 


F Father's love to us His children 
A Assurance 

I Inspiration 

T Trust 

H 


Hope 


Celebrating Spurgeon’s Legacy 


1834 (June 19th) born 
in Kelvedon, Essex 


1850 Converted in 
Artillery Street 
Methodist Chapel, 
Colchester 


1851 Becomes Pastor 
of Waterbeach Baptist 
Church 


1854 Called to New 
Park Baptist Chapel, 
Southwark 


1856 Marries 
Susannah Thompson 
and begins the 
Pastor’s College 


SPURGEON’S LIFE IN BRIEF 


“His influence will not leave the earth until 
they all have left it; perhaps not then. That 
is the greatest of tributes to his ministry.” 


hope 


1861 Metropolitan 
Chapel opens 


1865 Helps found the 
London Baptist 
Association 


1869 Establishes an 
orphanage at Stockwell 
(later to become 
“Spurgeon’s Homes” 
and “Spurgeon’s Child 
Care”) 


1887-89 The 
“Downgrade 
Controversy” rages 


1892 (January 31st) 
Spurgeon dies in 
Mentone, France, 
Aged 58 


Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon and friends at the cutting of the first sod for New Chapel, Bexhill. 
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Mr. Heddle celebrated his tenth anniversary as Pastor in 
1965. During the previous year, the membership increased to 
265, as compared with 145 in 1954. It was estimated that 
Mr. Heddle had welcomed 242 triends into membership during 
those first ten years, and a total of 75 were baptised 
during that same period. Of these, 30 were young people and 
8 were converts without church connection. (In 1978, the 
membership had risen to 380 members). 


The Church Anniversary Services on 27th March 1965, were 
conducted by the Rev. Vivian Evans and the Rev. J.D. Pawson 
of Guildford. The Choir performed Stainer's "Crucifixion" 
on 4th April 1965, and plans were announced for showing 
five films of Billy Graham Crusade Meetings in Bexhill and 
Sidley in the autumn. This would provide a golden 
opportunity for proclaiming the Gospel in Bexhill. The 
members were urged to pray for this important venture. 


Mr. Heddle believed very -much in the Christian healing 
ministry and one lady, a Mrs. Doris Foster, wrote the 
following testimony: — 


“About seven years ago I, who never went to church, suddenly 
had a desire to go. I knew nothing about the various 
denominations. Something told me to yo to the Baptist 
Church, but instead I tried others, including the 
Spiritualists and the Christian Scientists, and was lett 
dissatisfied. 


One Sunday, I noticed that my eyelids were swollen. That 
evening I went with my mother to Beulah. I was feeling very 
bad tempered, but as soon as we walked into church, I felt 
at peace. The next day I went to the doctor about my eyes. 
He was not very concerned. My eyes got worse until one day, 
crossing the road I realized that I was losing the movement 
of my eyes. 
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My mother and I were attending Beulah regularly. One Sunday 
I looked into the mirror and was horrified. IT looked and 
felt ghastly! My eyes were terribly swollen. My mother 
‘phoned the doctor; it was his day off! In desperation she 
went to Mr. Heddle. My reaction when told that he had 
agreed to visit me was, "If he thinks he is going to convert 
me, he'll be lucky!', 


That same afternoon Mrs. Heddle spoke to her husband about 
me as he was reading about healing in his Bible. He felt 
compelled to visit me straightaway. As soon as I saw him I, 
who was not going to be converted, burst into tears and 
said that other people had something special and I wanted it 
too. Together we knelt and asked God to heal me spiritually 
and if it was His will, physically too. During the evening 
service, as we sang "What a Friend we have in Jesus" tears 
of joy began to roll down my cheeks. What a fool I had 
been! 


The specialist sent me to University College Hospital. I 
was told that they did not know whether they could cure me. 
I attended there for five years. When I was discharged they 
said that my recovery was a miracle! How right they were: T 
was spiritually and Physically healed! Praise the Lord!", 


Beulah celebrated its 75th Anniversary in 1972, At that 
time, Edmund Heddle pointed out that only 45 of the 150 
members who were at Beulah when he and Dorothy came in 1955 
remained but God had doubled that original figure. In that 
year, we had 330 members; besides another 110 friends who 
worshipped here on a regular basis. The Church recognised 
the need for more elders to cope with the _ increasing 
congregation that there might be adequate pastoral care. 
They were also seeking a new pattern for evening worship ; in 
order to cater for the needs of the young people especially. 


The ist Bexhill Company of the Boys' Brigade had been 
started with Juniors in 1968 and by 1971, there were an 
average 20 Junior boys meeting each Thursday evening. They 
took part in the Annual display which was held at the Youth 
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Centre, contributing three items: figure marching, balloon 
bursting and a mime entitled "The Miller and the Mice". 


During the autumn, the Junior Sections in the Battalion 
arranged two contests, a Duster Hockey tournament which was 
held at Beulah on October 21st, and a Figure Marching and 
Inspection competition at Park Road Methodist Church, St. 
Leonards in November. In both cases, our boys finished in 
second place. 


The Company Section had suffered a slight reduction in their 
numbers over the year but was again increasing in strength 
with 27 boys on the register. They held summer camp at 
Holland-on-Sea and many considered it to be the best yet. 
Stephen Hardy as camp Padre was of tremendous value to 
everyone, They had several successes in Battalion 
competitions, in Drill, Athletics and fishing. In October 
1971, Founders Day parade was well attended when 194 
officers and boys trom our: battalion were on parade. Mr. 
R.A. Edwards was the B.B. Captain at this time. 


The Girls" Brigade was having a similarly encouraging time 
in summer camp at Sandown on the Isle of Wight. The 
Explorers had 20 and the Juniors 18 but the Seniors had 
decreased to 20, made up of 12 Seniors and 8 Brigaders. 
They had taken their place at District events, namely the 
combined display at Hastings, the United B.B. and G.B. 
Parade at the Central Methodist Church, Hastings and the 
sports in June. 


By this time, a Tape Recording Ministry had begun in the 
Church. Many of the shut-ins expressed appreciation that 
they could share in the services by means of the tapes and 
they enjoyed the visits of those who took the tape-recorders 
to them Will Davis had organised this since 1969 but due 
to his work as an elder which was getting increasingly heavy 
he was hoping others would otfer their help and particularly 
that a new organiser would be appointed. 
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The Missionary Working Party continued to function, meeting 
twice monthly. Each member contributed towards wools etc. 
They made such items as vests, pants, dresses, shawls, 
cardigans and blankets. During 1971, two bales of clothing 
were despatched to the B.M.S. Twelve shawls were included 
with the blankets collected in November as a result of the 
special appeal of the Council of Churches and 56 pairs of 
spectacles and 53lbs of used stamps were forwarded to the 
appropriate departments. 


Mrs. Williams was running the Tuesday Yea Talk which was 
growing in numbers. Some 26 attended each week and through 
the generosity of a church member they were able to purchase 
coloured tablecloths for the tea tables and also enjoyed a 
summer outing to Ellen Terry's Cottage at Smallhythe and 
afternoon tea in Tenterden on the homeward journey. 


The young people of Beulah were very sad that 1971 brought 
'the retirement of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Applegate, as their 
leaders. They wished to put on record their deep 
appreciation. 


They were glad for all the help that had been given by the 
"Applegates, also Brian and Heather Reed and Paul Gunstone, 
and they thanked the Church for their encouragement and 
sympathetic help. They were getting the young people 
involved in running various things for themselves. The 
Nativity play produced by Mrs. Kay Frogbrook for the 
Parent's Christmas evening was a good example of everyone 
working together for one cause; this went for the actors and 
stagehands, who toiled extremely hard to obtain perfection. 


Mr. Heddle, in addition to his work at Beulah, was called to 
serve as Moderator of the Kent and Sussex Baptist 
Association on various committees. In October 1976, he was 
invested in London with the Order of St. John by Lord Caccia 
for his service as Chaplain to their Adult Training Course 
and for arranging their service of worship on Sundays at 
their annual camp at Ninfield for the previous 23 years. 
Mrs. Heddle was involved in the Women's Work, and was 
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instrumental in commencing the Women's Evening Fellowship. 
She also served as our Deputy Organist for many years. 


The Rev. Edmund Heddle took part in the opening of the new 
brick building at Sidley Baptist Church in October 1964. 
The Rev. David Jones was ordained into the Baptist ministry 
in 1962 and was inducted as assistant minister at Beulah and 
minister-in-charge of Sidley. Both ministers enjoyed a 
happy partnership in the Gospel until Mr. Jones sensed a 
call to work in South America and left Sidley Baptist Church 
in July 1967. An interesting point of note is that Mr. 
Jones' ordination was the tirst Baptist Ordination Service 
to be held in Bexhill. 


The Rev. Jack Andrews, B.A. also served as an assistant to 
Mr. Heddle from 1966 to 1970. He taught Religious Education 
at a local school and took his B.D. Degree whilst at Beulah. 
He was a much loved minister. In August 1969, Mr. Stephen 
Hardy was unanimously commended by the Church to the 
Ministerial Recognition Committee and to the Baptist Union. 
for ministerial training. ‘The Revs. Brian Gill and Keith 
Lamdin were also commended tor ministerial training over the 
years. 


Miss Eileen Wheeler, who had recently retired = as 
Headmistress at the Girls' Grammar School, was set apart for 
missionary work in the wider sphere of East Sussex at a 
special Commissioning Service held at Beulah on Sept ember 
29th 1969. She was subsequently ordained a Deacon in the 
Church of England in 1985 and served on the Clergy Team at 
St. Peter's. She has recently made history as the tirst 
woman priest in Bexhill to be ordained. The Ordination 
Service took place at Burgess Hill and was conducted by the 
Bishop of Dorking on Sunday, 9th July 1995. She is now 
serving on the staff of St. Mark's Church, Little Common and 
the Servants with Jesus. 


The Kent and Sussex Baptist Association Annual Assemblies 
were held at Beulah in 1960 and 1971, when Mr. and Mrs. 
Heddle were called upon to act as hosts to the delegates 
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In 1977, the Church organ was extensively overhauled and, 
together with additional stops, its performance was greatly 
ext ended. 


The sacrificial giving of the members had enabled the sums 
forwarded to the Home Mission Fund, Baptist Missionary 
Society and other missionary causes to be substantially 
increased year by year. In addition, large donations were 
made to Christian Aid and similar organisations throughout 
the duration of Mr. Heddle's ministry. 


In 1978, the Rev. Edmund Heddle announced his resignation as 
minister. He believed that God was calling him to become 
more involved with the work of the Ashburnham Trust, 
particularly with the ministry of prayer. He had been 
connected with the work at Ashburnham for about six years, 
when the vision of turning the old stables into a prayer 
centre was first mooted. He hoped that prayers would be 
said 24 hours a day for 365 days a year. Prayers were 
already being said at that time for every minister and 
congregation in East Sussex, for special occasions and for 
personal requests. Mr. Heddle worked closely with the late 
John Bickersteth, Rector of Ashburnham with Penshurst, who 
had inherited Ashburnham when Lady Catherine died in 1953. 
John was a great-grandson of the fourth Earl. A year into 
this new venture, Edmund Heddle said: "You know, I have 
never been more certain in my life that I am where God wants 
me to be". 


Mr. Heddle's departure was a big loss to Beulah after 23 
years of faithful ministry. A Church Family Farewell was 
held on Tuesday, 2ist March 1978 at 7 p.m. This was chaired 
by the Rev. E.J. Webb. The address was given by Dr. David 
S. Russell, MA., B.D., D. Litt., who was then General 
Secretary of the Baptist Union. Others taking part included 
Rev. Bill Hancock, Area Superintendent, Rev. Colin Garwood 
(St. John's U.R.C.), Pastor Maurice Redmill, B.A., of 
Sidley, The Rev. M.D. Townroe (Rector of St. Peter's), the 
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Rev. W. Jim Wisewell of Aldwick, Bognor Regis, and Mr. 
Walter Hine (Church Secretary at Beulah). The choir sung an 
anthem and Mrs. Dorothy Heddle, L.R.A.M., was at the organ. 
Tribute was paid to their outstanding ministry which had 
been so abundantly blessed by God. Prayers were given that 
the Lord would guide and enrich all their future days. The 
Farewell Services took place on Easter Sunday, 26th March at 
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. and Communion was celebrated at the 
conclusion of both services. 
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MINISTRY OF REV. NEVILLE J. BARNETT 


1978 - 


With the announcement of Mr. Heddle's departure, the Church 
appointed the Rev. Ernest J. Webb as the Moderator- 
Designate to assume full responsibility as Moderator upon 
the close of Mr. Heddle's ministry at Beulah. 


Under Mr. Webb's chairmanship, the church officers began to 
consider a number of possible candidates for the post. It 
was also decided that the existing manse in Terminus Road 
was too large, and the extensive garden rather difficult and 
expensive to maintain. In the circumstances, it was 
suggested that it should be put on the market for immediate 
disposal so as to minimise the time that it would be empty 
after Mr. and Mrs. Heddle left at the end of March 1978. It 
was sold for the price of £25,500 shortly afterwards. 


A special Church Meeting was held on Tuesday, 2nd May 1978, 
in order to discern the Lord's will concerning a successor 
to Mr. Heddle. The name of Rev. Neville J. Barnett of 


Dorchester Baptist Church was considered. He had been at 
Dorchester for 13 years and came with every possible 
recommendation. The Deacons and Elders had been favourably 


impressed with both his sermons on the Sunday when he came 
to “preach with a view" and also the less formal meet ing 
when he had answered a number of questions with honesty and 
sincerity, and they had the firm conviction that he was the 
right man for Beulah. The young people were also keen on 
him, amongst other things, he said that he was keen on the 
pastoral as well as the ministerial work. The Church 
ratified the recommendation of the leadership by giving a 
strong call to Mr. Barnett to accept the pastorate, and were 
delighted when Mr. Barnett also felt it right to respond 
accordingly to the Church's invitation. 


In consultation with Mr. and Mrs. Barnett, the Manse 
Committee recommended to the Diaconate that a property at 19 
Barnhorn Road, Little Common, would be suitable as a manse 
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and recommended its purchase. The property was on the 
market at £25,950 and needed about £1,500 spending on it in 
order to put right certain defects. This was subsequently 
approved by the Church Meeting. Thanks were expressed to 
Mr. Winfield and his colleagues for all their hard work in 
securing the new manse. 


The short interregnum was a positive time in the life of the 
Church. Mr. Walter Hine (Church Secretary) wrote in the 
annual report for 1978: “We truly lived, worked, loved and 
grew together". It was with joy and a sense of expectation 
that the Church looked forward to the service of Induction 
for Mr. Barnett which took place on Saturday, 16th September 
1978 at 3 p.m The Rev. E.J. Webb was the presiding 
minister; the Rev. Vivian Evans conducted the Act of 
Induction and the Rev. Trevor M Davis, MA., gave the 
Charge to the Church and Minister. This was followed by a 
well organised tea for some 400 friends, very ably organised 
by Mrs. Humphry Smith and her team of helpers. Thus, a new 
and very active era in the life of Beulah began. 


On the 9th January 1979, a special Church Meeting was called 
to deal with the unanimous resolution from the Diaconate: 
"To proceed with Stage 1 of the Beulah Development Project 
subject to the receipt of a satisfactory tender*. It was 
passed unanimously. The cost of Stage 1 was estimated to be 
£32,000 at the March Church Meeting. In July, the Deacons 
proposed that the new room was to be called “The Buckhurst 
Room", and the cost had then increased to £40, 000. 


On 10th July, it was proposed and carried that a playgroup 
for young mothers and children should be set up. This was 
duly established and opened on 1ith September 1979 - a very 
fitting response to the International Year of the Child! [t 
became known as the Beulah Mother and Toddler Club (now 
“Parents and Toddlers"). The first leader was Mrs. 
Venkateswarlu ~ the wife of a local medical consultant. 
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Apart from 10 months closure due to the rebuilding of part 
of the premises, during which a creche was run in the 
mornings for two terms, the Club has continued ever since. 
Over the years, they have run various courses including a 
Scripture Union course in caring for the under fives and the 
James Dobson series on Family Life. A magazine entitled 
“Chit Chat" continues to be published three times a year and 
there is always a waiting list of other young mums and 
children waiting to join the Club - an indication of its 
need and popularity. Over the years a number of mums have 
become Christians as a result of the Club and the Mums’ 
Bible Study Group. 


It is interesting glancing back to note the names of 
children on the earliest registers, among them are the 
following: — 


Matthew Bliss Sarah Nurse 
Alia Matarfi Janina Stevens 
Sophie Morgan Gary Deeprose 
Stuart Rowland Giles Walker 


A number of these are now part of our church fellowship and 
have come to know the Lord personally for themselves. As we 
give thanks to God for them, we also pay tribute to the 
caring staff of “Parent and Toddlers", and the faithful 
nurture of our Sunday School teachers which has borne fruit 
and we trust will continue to do so in the days to come. 


On Easter Sunday 1979, Mr. Barnett conducted his first 
baptismal service here and this was followed by a second on 
9th December. A Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys* Group was 
started by Mrs. Janet Barnett. 


At the Church Meeting held on 15th January 1980, Mr. 
Winfield reported that the builders hoped to finish the work 
on the new building by the end of February. The new 
premises. were to be opened on 12th April of that same year. 
At the meeting held on March 18th, Mr. Winfield again 
reported that the keys were now being handed over for the 
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Buckhurst Room and that it was completed. The work of 
blocking up the old Buckhurst Road doorway would be 
completed soon. Thanks were expressed to Messrs. Winfield, 
Marshment and Lay, for their long and arduous work. The 
Rev. Doble of Hove preached at the opening and the 
Dedication Prayer was given by the Rev. Bill Hancock (Area 
Superintendent) and later in the day the Judson Choir gave a 
concert. A Missionary Exhibition entitled "India and You", 
was held in March and Mr. John Rennie and Dr. Venkateswarlu 


were the speakers. Pastor Redmill left Sidley Baptist 
Church on 26th March 1980. On 3ist May 1980, Pastor Josef 
Ton visited Beulah. The Fellowship were blessed and 


challenged as they heard him relate his experience as a 
pastor in Romania. 


Sadly, Mr. Winfield expressed his wish to relinquish his 
work as warden of the premises at the end of 1980 and Mr. 
Ian Sellers was appointed to succeed him Mr. Winfield was 
thanked for all his hard work especially on the completion 


of Phase 1 of the building project. Quite early in Mr.. 


Barnett's ministry, the Church had three visions. One was 
to complete the building project in its entirety by 
developing the area between the church and the Clifford Hall 
in order to provide much needed room for youth activities 
and cupboard storage. The second was to provide a home for 
the elderly and the search for this began between the years 
1981/82, and the third was to have an assistant or associate 
minister. Neville Barnett pledged that he would devote his 
energies to seeing these things come about. 


BEULAH CHURCH CUSHIONS 


The Women's Evening Fellowship (now the Ladies Evening 
Group), wanted to give a gift to the Church in memory of 
Mrs. Joan Lamdin, one of their founder members. The new 
Buckhurst Room extension was then already furnished and it 
was known that the request for cushions in the church had 
just been rejected owing to the estimated cost. At the same 
time, various events, situations and talents had emerged and 
consequently the ladies of this group requested permission 
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from the deacons that they might provide some cushions for 
the sanctuary, having no thought at that time of seating the 
whole church. Permission was granted provided no financial 
burden was placed upon the church. Whole pews were to be 
completed before placing the cushions in the church, and the 
corners of each end cushion were to be rounded. 


Letters were sent out and the Women's Evening Fellowship 
started off with a £30 gift. Eight or nine workers began in 
October 1980 under the direction of Mrs. Marion Cantrell (a 
qualified Church embroideress) who guided and advised. Mrs. 
Jean Walker became chief designer and apart from the 
Jerusalem seat, all the other cushions are original designs. 
The whole story is an interesting one - the a is 
just a summary of the points of interest: - 


1. Each pew (ten cushions) has a theme, e.g. The Creation, 
the "I am" sayings of Jesus. 


2. It took ten years to complete the cushions for the body 
of the church (side pews and gallery cushions were made 
and donated by a local upholstery firm). 


3. 189 cushions were made plus two special ones for the 
stewards. 


4. 49 people worked on them — including 2 men and the 
workers ages ranged from teenage to 70 plus! 


5. Photographs exist of every cushion. 


6. The final cost was £1,076. 74 with no expense to the 
Church whatsoever. 


7. Many people were brought together through the making of 
these cushions. Workers met fortnightly, whilst others 
helped by storing foam, wool, etc., which was bought in 
bulk. Others oversewed edges of canvas and prepared 
canvas for working. Some provided sheeting for casing. 
Another made up the embroidered cushions and many others 
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donated gifts of money or helped in other ways. It was 
a truly combined project which brought many people 
together to create something really beautiful to the 
glory of God and is continuing to bring pleasure 

and comfort to the church of the 1990's. 


— CLIF DAY CENTRE 


The Clifford Day Centre was opened on 2nd April 1981. It 
has always been part of the Bexhill Voluntary Day Centres 
for the elderly started by Nan Wilding. It only differs 
from the other six centres in Bexhill in that all the staff 
are appointed and connected with Beulah Baptist Church. 
Otherwise the Club abides by the approved constitution set 
up in October 1975. Our first organiser was Mrs. Mary 
Sellers who served from 1981 - 1987. Mrs. Barbara Sanders 
took over from 1987 until 1991 and and since then Mrs. 
Phyllis Warburton has served in this post. 


Members of the Day Centre are usually referred by Doctors, 


Social Workers, the Caring Community or by others who have 
contact with people living alone or with a carer who needs 
to have a break and a little time to themselves. The Centre 
caters for 30 members at a cost of £2 per sessions (1995). 
Each Thursday, members are brought by ambulance or car and 
have coffee and biscuits on arrival around 10 a.m Then a 
period of crafts or just meeting one another and having a 
chat, then a session of exercise before a lovely lunch 
cooked on the premises (for many it is the only home cooked 
meal of the week). 


After lunch, most play games. Sometimes this routine is 
broken and there are talks, lectures or other entertainment. 
Special services are held at Christmas, Easter and Harvest, 
and a voluntary Communion Service is held in the Buckhurst 
Room from time to time. Outings are arranged two to three 
times per year. Shopping is done for members if they wish. 
Birthdays are noted and visits made during the week or to 
members who are unable to attend. Extra help is given by 
members of staff, this being the strong facet of the staff's 
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commitment to each individual member of the Day Centre. A 
wonderfully caring ministry has existed for the past twenty 
years in the name of our Lord and continues unabated. The 
friendly atmosphere and dedication of the staff is much 
appreciated by each of the members who look forward so much 
to Thursdays at Beulah. 


On 6th September 1982, Mr. Ron Lamdin resigned as Minute 
Secretary and Elder after rendering fine service. On 5th 
October 1983, the Sussex Baptist Association held their 
annual rally at Beulah, when Mr. Taylor was inducted 
President. In November of the same year, Mr. Will Davis 
retired after fifteen years service as an elder of the 
Church and a suitable presentation was given. 


In January 1984, Mr. Ron Edwards was appointed Church 
Secretary, in succession to Mr. Walter Hine who had been an 
extremely wise and able predecessor. During this same year, 
an Assistant Minister Fund was launched and a sub-committee 
formed to look into the possibility of appointing a suitable 
person. In September 1984, the Bechstein Grand piano was 
purchased for use in the Church at a cost of £1, 700. 


At the Church Meeting held on 5th November 1984, it was 
noted that the family of the late Mr. R.D. Lamdin (Life 
Deacon) had purchased a communion plate and presented it to 
the Church, engraved “In memory of Joan and Ron Lamdin". 


Earlier in the same year at the March Church Meeting, the 
price of £80,000 was quoted for Phase 2 of the building 
development and a recommendation to accept the tender from 
Eldridge and Cruttenden was accepted by a majority vote. 
This part of the development was to improve the Clifford 
Hall, move the stage to its present site, renew the Kitchen 
and build the new Beulah Centre which would include new 
rooms, office, upstairs hall and minister's vestry. All of 
this came with a very urgent request for more space in order 
that our youth organisations could continue to flourish and 
expand. In particular there was a need for convenient 
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storage space, so consideration was given in the plans for 
meeting this important need. We are indebted to those who 
worked unstintingly on this project, not least Mr. Humphry 
Smith, one of our Life Deacons, who chaired the Steering 
Commit t ee. . 


On ist July 1985, House Groups were officially formed in the 
fellowship. A questionnaire sent out earlier in the year had 
revealed a clear desire amongst the membership for them to 
be set up. But there was also a clear desire for the 
Tuesday Evening Fellowship to continue as at _ present. 
Trained leadership was considered to be important for the 


groups. 
BETHANY HOUSE 


In August 1985, members and friends were informed of the 
progress concerning the search for a home for the elderly. 
After five years of searching, the committee believed that 
the Lord had led them to a suitable property in Amherst 
Road, Bexhill. An appeal was made for this very worthwhile 
project: an estimate of £75,000 was given. Already, and 
without a specific appeal, the trustees had been given the 
sum of £20,512.00 and Mr. Barnett stated that a balance of 
£54,488 was urgently required for the purchase to go ahead. 
The request was made for interest- free loans, and he said 
that some of the prospective residents had kindly indicated 
that when their own properties were sold, they would lend 
monies to the trustees. The intention was to run Bethany as 
a separate trust which would eventually become self- 
supporting. Within three weeks much of this money had come 
in or been promised which gave a clear indication that the 
Lord was behind the purchase of Bethany and was giving it 
His blessing. An information and prayer evening was held on 
Tuesday, 3rd September 1985. 


At the November Church Meeting, a report was given from the 
Bethany Trust who were awaiting final ratification for the 
change of use of the property in Amherst Road. 
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Plans had been approved, the funds then stood at £72,000, 
and the trustees were very aware of the Lord's leading. 


In March 1986, the deacons decided to adopt Mr. Colin Pavitt 
as our Church's missionary as Dai and Ann Davies who had 
been our previous missionary couple were not returning to 
the mission field. Colin Pavitt, a builder by trade, from 
Ferndown United Church, near Bournemouth, had been accepted 
for service in Africa following his college training. 


On March lith 1986, the secretary brought to the Church 
Meeting a unanimous recommendation from the Diaconate that 
the new rooms in Phase 2 of the building development should 
be named after the ministers of Beulah. This was agreed. 
It was with great rejoicing that the final stage of the 
Beulah Development Project was now finally completed. A 
Service of Thanksgiving and the Opening Ceremony took place 
on Saturday, 29th March 1986 at 3 p.m The service was led 
by Rev. Neville J. Barnett and the preacher, who also opened 
the new buildings, was the Rev. Dr. Ronald Goulding. The 
reading, Joshua 4: 19 — 24, was given by Mr. R.A. Edwards 
(Church Secretary), and Miss Sandra Hall, G.R.S.M. sang the 
solo: “How Lovely are Thy Dwellings". Following the 
opening, the whole congregation passed through the doors and 
into the Clifford Hall via the new foyer where greetings 
were given by special quests, and thanks were expressed to 
those who had worked so hard to see this project completed. 


The ninetieth anniversary year was a very significant one in 
the life of Beulah, for, not only were the new buildings 
opened but there was the great encouragement of "Bethany", 
our home for the elderly, whose purchase had been secured 
and planning permission given for all the alterations 
necessary. The first residents were able to move in during 
May 1986. The official opening took place on June 22nd, 
with a Dedication Service followed by tea. 


The Wheaton Chorus from the U.S.A. visited the Church on 
June 10th and iith 1986 and their singing was much enjoyed. 
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In the same month, a Church Welcome Brochure went into 
production. In August 1986, a presentation was made to Rev. 
and Mrs. Neville Barnett on the occasion of their Silver 
Wedding. In the previous month at the July Church Meeting, 
a presentation was made to Mrs. Alice Syrett in appreciation 
of all she had done in the Church Office for fifteen years. 
On ist September 1986, a Technics keyboard was purchased for 
use in the new upstairs hall (Neville Barnett Room) at a 
cost of £1,499. In December 1986, a recommendation was made 
regarding ministerial assistance, as the demands and 
pressures of a growing fellowship were more than one 
minister could handle without becoming overburdened. 


In January 1987, a Welcome Desk was installed just inside 
the Beulah Centre Entrance, where people could be greeted 
and receive information about the Church. During this year, 
the Church began its search for an Associate Minister. 
There had been much discussion as to whether an assistant or 
associate was needed and much water had passed under the 
bridge since Mr. Barnett had been presented with a cheque 
some seven years before for £1,000 to be used for this 
purpose. To assist Mr. Barnett, during the interim period, 
a preaching team operated for a while. Those who assisted 
in this respect were the Revs. Ron Mitchell, Geoffrey 
Rusling and occasionally, Pastor Ernest Sharpe. The Church 
also participated in a "One Step Forward" Campaign about 
this time. 


The Moody Chorale from the U.S.A. made a visit to Beulah on 
June 18th 1987. At a special meeting of the S.B.A. Council 
on 9th July 1987, Rev. Dennis Pethers, B.A., was appointed 
Sussex Association Missioner and his appointment took effect 
from ist September that year. It was Dennis who introduced 
the "Sent" teams which have been so helpful in encouraging 
young people, including our own, by providing opportunities 
for mission with other churches, and giving invaluable 
experience. 


At the Church Meeting on 10th November 1987, Mr. Humphry 
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Smith was appointed a Life Deacon of Beulah, in recognition 
of his long and outstanding service in the Church. This was 
passed unanimously. In 1988, the music of the Church was 
given consideration. The Church Choir had long since 
disbanded and there was a need for some new thinking and re- 
vitalizing of this important aspect in the Church's life. 
At the Church Meeting on March 15th 1988, Mrs. Doreen Carter 
was appointed by the Church Meeting unanimously as Music Co- 
ordinator. Her role would be to draw out new musicians and 
new ideas. There was no intention to supercede any present 
function but to develop the area of worship and praise. 


Later in 1988, Beulah linked up with the church a 
Walderslade under the Home Mission Fund scheme and this has 
been a means of mutual encouragement. Mr. Peter Jones was 
appointed Church Treasurer of Beulah and grateful thanks 
were given to Mr. Gordon Mitchell who was retiring after 
many years of excellent service in this capacity and as 
Treasurer of the Building Extension Project. 


In January 1989, a plan of action concerning the appointment 
of an Associate Minister was put to the Church Meeting and 
it was stressed that there was now no turning back: the 
Church must give its support. So began the active search to 
find a suitable candidate for this post. Throughout this 
time, the Church was advised by the then Area 
Superintendent, the Rev. Peter Tongeman who supplied the 
Church with a number of names for consideration. 


In October 1990, a small steering committee which had been 
given the responsibility of looking for an associate, met 
the Rev. Michael J. Bradshaw who had previously held a 
pastorate in the New Forest and was then Minister of Grimsby 
Baptist Church, They had an amicable and positive time 
together, and this was followed by a meeting between the 
prospective minister and Mr. Barnett at Grimsby. He came 
back and reported to the Church that he felt he could work 
with Mr. Bradshaw and that they had a similar viewpoint on 
many things, and had had a helpful time together. 
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In January 1991, Mr. Bradshaw was invited to meet the 
deacons and elders at a joint meeting chaired by the Rev. 
Ron Mitchell. This meeting made a unanimous recommendation 
to the Church that Michael Bradshaw be invited to preach 
with a view to becoming Associate Minister at Beulah. In 
mid-February, after a postponement due to heavy snow, he 
came to preach. He, also met the Church and introduced his 
family at an informal gathering on the Saturday evening when 
he answered various questions put to him. In March 1991, 
the Church met to consider the matter and gave a strong call 
to Mr. Bradshaw to work alongside Mr. Barnett in the Team 
Ministry at Beulah. Mr. Bradshaw felt a strong conviction 
that this was the Lord's leading and was delighted to accept 
the Church’s invitation. 


People gave extraordinarily generously to boost the Manse 
Fund in order to provide a home for the new Associate 
Minister. Mr. Ken Wootten (Church Secretary in succession 
to Mr. Ron Edwards) and Miss Margaret Lewcock spent many 
hours looking for a suitable property. In the end, a lovely. 
modern house in Larkhill was found, which would make a very 
suitable manse. It had been on the market for about a year 
but was in very good condition. After much prayer, the 
Church's offer of £90,000 was accepted. This was a 
wonderful confirmation of God's will concerning the new 
ministerial appointment. 


Around this time, concern was expressed about the position 
of the Church's other manse in Barnhorn Road. It was a 
long way from the centre of town, and it would be more 
convenient and effective if our Senior Minister and his wife 
lived more centrally. It was decided to put the property on 
the market and within five days, whilst Mr. and Mrs. Barnett 
were holidaying in Switzerland, the property was sold! This 
increased the urgency to find a suitable property as soon as 
possible. 


After much searching, a house was found in Woodville Road. 
It had been divided into two flats and needed a good deal 
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of work doing on it, but it had the potential to be a most 

suitable and substantial manse. It was decided to purchase 
the property for around £85,000, the former manse having 
sold for £90, 000. Some £7,000 was spent on the renovation 
of the property but this has proved to be money well spent 
because the present manse is being used in a way which was 
not previously possible because of its location and design. 
Both manses were provided in a marvellous way: we give 
thanks to God and for the generosity which made them 
possible. These two fine homes will be a considerable asset 
to the Church for many years to come. 
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REV. MICHAEL J. BRADSHAW (Associate Minister) 
1991 — 


The Induction Service for the Rev. Michael Bradshaw and the 
Inauguration of the Team Ministry took place on Saturday, 
3rd August 1991 at 2.30 p.m The service was led by the 
Rev. John Roberts, 8B.A., (Minister at Sidley Baptist 
Church). The Act of Induction was performed by Rev. Peter 
Tongeman (Area Superintendent) and the Charge to the Church 
and Associate was given by the Rev. Dr. Raymond Brown, MA., 
Ph.D., Minister of Victoria Baptist Church, Eastbourne 
(formerly Principal of Spurgeon's College). 


Prayers for both ministers were given by Mrs. Hilary Malpass 
(Beulah) and Mr. Arthur Kent (Grimsby). The Benediction was 
given by the new Associate Minister. Following the service, 
tea was served in the Clifford Hall, Buckhurst Room and 
Neville Barnett Room. Greetings were given by a number of 


friends including Councillor Jan Wicks (TownMayor of - 


Bexhill). The Rev. Michael Bradshaw conducted both services 
the following day, thus beginning a new chapter in the life 
of the Church and a period of consolidation following a 
decade of growth and change in which the three-fold vision 
of the Church had become reality! 


The Team Ministry got off to a good start with both 
ministers sharing the services - one leading worship and the 
other preaching. Mr. Bradshaw undertook the responsibility 
to care for a section of the Church to begin with in order 
to get to know a number of people really well, but later he 
assumed a wider responsibility for the fellowship and 
nowcares pastorally across the board. He was asked to take 
the Tuesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting and this he 
continues to do on a regular basis. Having an associate has 
enabled Mr. Barnett to concentrate more on teaching and 
pastoral counselling. 


The Church has been greatly blessed over the years with a 
series of Summer Assistants (men and women at Theological 
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College). Now that we have an associate minister this help 
has no longer been needed. Mr. Bradshaw has led a number of 
Summer Holiday Clubs since he has been at Beulah and ran the 
Friday Jam Club for two years to prevent it from being 
closed down due to the lack of a leader. Thankfully, the 
Jam Club is now fully staffed. 


In the autumn of 1991, Mrs. Katy Ruddle (nee Cockram) was 
accepted for service with the Baptist Missionary Society in 
Lyon, France for a year. Mr. Christopher Ruddle was also 
accepted by Oasis to join a front-line team in Redcar. In 
the Spring, a visit was arranged for the Judson Choir from 
Alabama to sing again in Beulah as part of their U.K. tour. 


In 1992, a Church Conference was held at Ashburnham Place, 
attended by some 89 people. Rev. Peter Tongeman - our Area 
Superintendent was the main speaker. Mr. Wale Roberts (a 
former Summer Assistant) led the young people’s programme 
and the children were very ably cared for by David and 
Caroline Mitchell of Sidley. 


Sunday Lunches have become a feature of our Church over the 
last three years, organised by Mrs. Yvonne Carter and Mrs. 
Eileen Dacke - the proceeds going to provide extra 
facilities for Bethany. The Friday Fellowship Lunch 
organised by Miss Margaret Lewcock and Mrs. Phyllis 
Warburton is also very popular and considerable sums of 
money have been raised for very worthy causes including new 
kitchen equipment for our friends at Walderslade Baptist 
Church. Hundreds of vests and blankets have been made for 
children overseas through E.C.H.O. at Coulsdon. This has 
been organised by Nora Gallant and Vera Dauris. A number of 
friends joined us from the former Brethren Assembly that met 
at Hamilton Hall which had closed. 


Many tapes are sent out of our services both locally, and 
far and wide. These are greatly appreciated by people, 
particularly the housebound. The Church has a well supplied 
bookroom — managed by Mrs. Gill Wootten. Double-Check, a 
Christian husband and wife duo, led a mission at Bexhill 
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High School from Monday 12th to 16th October 1992, and this 
culminated in a concert in the Clifford Hall. This was 
well-attended and some 30 children and young people made 
enquiries about the Christian faith afterwards. Double- 
Check made a return visit in 1994. 


In December 1992, Mrs. Janet Bradshaw (the wife of our 
associate minister) was recognized at a special service in 
Beulah as a “Servant with Jesus". Mrs. Gill Wootten had 
been recognised in this way in 1990. In September of 1992, 
the Church agreed to purchase 400 copies of the new “Hymns 
and Songs of Fellowship" for congregational use. In 
October, the Bi-Centenary of the Baptist Missionary Society 
was celebrated with a service in Westminster Abbey. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ken Wootten and Rev Barnett organised a Bi-Centenary 
Missionary Exhibition which was held at Beulah with friends 
from Sidley and Pevensey Bay sharing in it. A Day of Prayer 
is held twice a year with friends from Sidley Baptist 
Church, culminating in a joint Communion Service. 


A new group was formed in the Sunday School called “Live 


Wires" for 10 to 12 year olds as there were a large number 
in the 7 to 11 age group. The Primary and Beginners renamed 
themselves “All Stars" and “Sparklers”, respectively which 
were more up-to-date names. A Worship Team was introduced 
to enrich and add variety to our services. This was 
originally formed with our ministers and Mrs. Hilary 
Mal pass. They were soon joined by Miss Katy Cockram (now 
Ruddle) and a little later by Mr. Christopher Ruddle (March 
1993), who were both hoping to go into the ministry. With 
the involvement of other members of the team it was thought 
easier for our ministers to be responsible for their own 
services. 


It was agreed by the Church Meeting to purchase 400 copies 
of the new Baptist Praise and Worship, 20 large print and 
several music copies. This was the latest resource from our 
denomination and these hymn books were obtained and 
dedicated in memory of Mr. Wally Winfield and Mr. Will 
Davies. At the Church Meeting held on Tuesday, 9th March 
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1993, the Chairman, Rev. Neville Barnett said that he was 
grateful that the outstanding debt on Bethany of £19,000 had 
been liquidated. He thanked God and went on to express 
appreciation of the efforts made by Mrs. Eileen Dacke and 
Mrs. Yvonne Carter in raising £6, 000. 


In preparation for a mission to our immediate neighbourhood, 
just before Easter 1994, Mr. Bradshaw ran a "Person-to-— 
Person training course (from Wednesday, November 10th 1993) 
in the Buckhurst Room -— some 24 attended. In May 1993, Mr. 
Bradshaw was elected to serve as Chairman of the Bexhill 
Council of Churches for a year. A new Sodium Lighting 
System was installed in the Church at a cost of £4,700 and 
this has proved very effective. 


The Church linked with Emmanuel Baptist Church, Timisoara, 
contact had originally been made through Mr. Jeremy Betts 


who had been to Romania on a number of occasions. The 
Church there was building an orphanage and urgently needed 
money to complete it. An appeal was announced and 


wonderfully £10,000 was raised to help this very worthy 
cause and a deep-freeze was also purchased. Rev. Neville 
Barnett, Mr. Ron Edwards and Mr. Jeremy Betts travelled to 
Romania in August 1993 taking the monetary gift and other 
supplies. They arrived in Timisoara just as the money there 
had run out and the building work had had to _ stop. 
Instantly some of the money was handed over and immediately 
the work resumed - God's timing was perfect and our Romanian 
brothers and sisters were overwhelmed by such provision. 
Mr. Barnett had several opportunities to preach in Romania 
and our party had the privilege of attending a Romanian 
wedding. 


A Youth Conference was held on Saturday, 6th November 1993, 
which was attended by a good number of parents, youth 
leaders, young people and other interested people. Its 
purpose. was to ascertain the future direction of our young 
people's work. A number of positive recommendations emerged 
- one was that the children should come into the first part 
of Morning Services, something they had not done for some 
years apart from Parade and Family services, 
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and secondly that a Youth Leader/Worker was needed to 
organize our Youth Programme. 


The Judson Choir made a return visit to Beulah from 
Saturday, 30th April until Tuesday, 3rd May 1994, and once 
again it was a joy to have them under their Director, Dr. 
Betty Campbell, who so enjoys coming to Bexhill-on-Sea. Our 
oldest member, Mrs. Florence King died on Christmas Day 1993 
and we sadly lost, amongst other friends, Mr. Gilbert Douel 
- our much loved Sunday School Secretary on January 10th 
1994. Mr. Garnett Humphries also died — he was so good with 
the children and one of our faithful stewards. 


Once again, it was a joy to have our young friends from 
Switzerland for a fortnight in July. Their annual visit is 
looked forward to with great pleasure. At the November 
Church Meeting, Mr. Gordon Mitchell was made a Life Deacon 
in recognition of his outstanding service to the Church as a 
former treasurer and deacon. . This was carried unanimously. 


A discussion on the role of Elders was held over several 
Church meetings including a special one called for the 
purpose. It was finally agreed not to alter the Church 
Rules in any way but to provide an explanation of what we, 
as a Church, understand their role to be. This was agreed, 
during a period when there were not enough elders to cover 
every pastoral area of the Church, a team of visitors was 
appointed to assist with the pastoral care and visitation of 
members. 


The last few years have seen a considerable growth in the 
number of people who have been baptised and have joined 
the Church. Several discipleship and enquirer’s groups are 
currently operating for which we give thanks to God and also 
a number of friends are currently doing Christian training 
programmes with Mr. Barnett. In May 1995, Mrs. Hilary 
Malpass received her Lay Preacher's Diploma from the 
President of the Baptist Union at the annual B.U. Assembly 
held in Plymouth. A Healing Prayer Group has also begun in 
the Church. 
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Mrs. Katy Ruddle was recommended for ministerial training 
and has commenced training at Bristol Baptist College in the 
autumn, together with her husband Christopher, who will be 
studying for a B.A. in Theology. At the May Church Meeting, 
approval was given to appoint a Youth Worker with immediate 
effect for twelve months. 


The Church held a Nostalgia Road Show at Bexhill Leisure 
Centre with Sussex Baptist Missioner, the Rev. Stuart 
Davison, B.A., and special guest services were held on the 
Sunday, as our part in the 40 Days initiative which was 
Stuart's swan-song, sponsored by the Sussex Baptist 
Association. In June 1995, our Girls' Brigade celebrated 
its 40th Anniversary and former officers and girls were 
invited to join in a reunion. It is a joy to have several 
former G.B. Captains in our fellowship, including Miss 
Doreen Baldock who served the company over many years, Mrs. 
Valerie Edwards and Rebecca Carter. There are many grounds 
for great hope and optimism as we reach our Centenary year 
1996 and we trust God to mightily bless the future as He has 
the past in so many ways. 


There are many people and events which have not been 
recorded but nevertheless played a significant part in the 
life of our Church here at Beulah but I pray that sufficient 
has been recorded for all of us to join in praise and 
thanksgiving to our God for His faithfulness down the years. 


If you forget all that has gone before: - 
"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
His mercies never come to an end; 
They are new every morning; 


Great is Your faithfulness. " 


Lamentations 3 v 22 - 23 
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BEULAH BAPTIST CHURCH ORGAN 


The core of the Beulah Organ (8' & 4' pipework) was built 
and installed in 1930 by Spurden and Rutt who, incidentally, 
were also responsible for the organ at All Saints’ Church, 
Sidley. In 1977, shortly after Mr. King the organist and 
choirmaster died, Notermans installed a solid-state electric 
control system and additional pipework to provide a brighter 
and more complete sound. The cost of this work was 
approximately £4, 500. 


When the extensions to the buildings were being done, the 
electric blower had to be moved to a new position in the 
loft of the new buildings. Further work was carried out 
early in 1990 as the organ had developed a number of faults. 
This work was entrusted to Mr. Patrick Christian, an organ 
builder from Hove at a cost of just over £7,500. The Church 
was able to meet this without any special appeals. The 
organ console was moved from the West to the East transept, 


thus opening up an area for wheel chairs where the choir. 


stalls once stood. Two recitals were given to celebrate the 
re-opening of the instrument. One was given by Mr. Michael 
Haynes, F.R.C.0., ‘(organist of St. Peter's Church), on 2ist 
April, 1990 at 7.30 p.m. 


Specification 


Great Swell Pedal 

8° Open Diapason 8' Open Diapason 16° Bourdon 

8° Clarabel 8' Rohr Flute 8° Principal 

8° Dulciana 8° Gamba 8' Bass Flute 

4° Principal 4° Principal 4' Fifteenth 

2 Twelfth 2° Fifteenth 

2 Fifteenth II Ranks Mixture Swell to Pedal 
8° Horn 

Great Octave Great to Pedal 

Swell to Great Swell Sub Octave 


Swell Super Octave 
Tremulant 
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Reversible Swell to Great and Great to Pedal 
Thumb and Foot Pistons 

3 Great Fixed Combination Thumb and Foot Pistons 
3 Swell Fixed Combination Thumb and Foot Pistons 
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SPURGEON MEMORABILIA AND 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


Vestry Clock The clock in the Pastor's Vestry bears the 
following inscription: "This, the study clock of Pastor C.H. 
Spurgeon was, in memory of their mother, presented to Pastor 
J.S. Hockey by their sons, Pastors Charles and Thomas 
Spurgeon", October 22nd 1903. 


Minute Book The original Church Minute Book was a gift 
and is inscribed as follows: "This first Church Minute Book 
is presented for the use of the Church of Baptised Believers 
that will assemble for worship and fellowship in Beulah 
Baptist Chapel, Bexhill-on-Sea", January 1907 ... Psalm 133. 
By Thos. Cox, Crown Baths, Kennington Oval, London. 


Pulpit The inscription on the pulpit reads: "This Rostrum 
was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Albridge Torrey, of Dorchester, 


Mass., U.S.A." “If a stranger sojourn with you... and will - 


offer an offering unto the Lord, ... as ye are, sO shall the 
stranger be before the Lord", Numbers XV v 14 and 15. 


The Pulpit Book Rest has an interesting history. The 
inscription states, "This book board was once part of a beam 


in the first Metropolitan Tabernacle, erected for the 
ministry of Pastor C.H. Spurgeon in 1861 and destroyed by 
fire in 1898". “Heaven and earth shall pass away but my 
words shall not pass away", Matthew XXIV v 35. 


The Pulpit Bible was presented; by Mrs. C.H. Spurgeon in 
1896 and is inscribed with the text, “Preach the Word, be 
instant in season, out of season". 


Original Hymn Books From the first service held on March 
22nd 1896, until the October of that year the Hymn Book used 
was "Mr. Sankey's Songs and Solos". Then for 32 years “Our 
Own Hymn Book” was in use. This was a collection of hymns 
made by Pastor C.H. Spurgeon for use at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle. From 1928 onwards “Psalms and Hymns" was the 
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hymn book used until the adoption of the Revised Baptist 
Church Hymnal in 1945. Around 1962, the Church changed to 
the "Baptist Hymn Book” and _ more recently to "Songs of 
Fellowship" and "Baptist Praise and Worship”. 


ividual Co ion C were introduced on October 20th 
1924 and the Weekly Envelope System on January 17th 1945, 


The name “Beulah” Pastor Hockey stated in his remarks at 
the laying of the Clifford Hall Foundation Stones, August 
1ith 1896, that the name "Beulah" had been suggested by Mrs. 
C.H. Spurgeon during the time she was staying at her home in 
Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood, prior to his coming at her 
suggestion to commence a Baptist Cause in Bexhill. It is 
interesting to note that while the Clifford Hall (School 
Chapel) was being built, Pastor Hockey lived at "Beulah", 
Linden Road. The name "Beulah" is a Hebrew word which means 
“married"™ (Isa. 62 v 4) and speaks of the relationship 
between God and his people. 
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RESOLUTION TO MRS. C. SPURGEON 


FEBRUARY 8th 1897 


Proposed by Pastor J.S. Hockey 
Seconded by Mr. James Friend 
Supported by Mr. George R. Parker 


and carried unanimously: — 
“That at this our first Church Meeting at Beulah Baptist 
Chapel, Bexhill, we put on record our sense of indebtedness 
to 
MRS. C.H. SPURGEON 
for what under God, she has done in initiating and then in 


so generously supporting the work that has led up to the 
formation of this Church. Words can but feebly convey our 


deep sense of the gratitude we feel. Very earnestly do we > 


pray that by a whole-heated devotion to our Saviour our 
lives, personally and collectively, may show that thanks 
that our words alone can never express. 


We thankfully own the good providence of God in giving us 
Mrs. Spurgeon as the Treasurer of our Building Fund for the 
large Chapel. We trust that she will continue to feel that 
she has full power to act in that matter as she may be led 
of the Lord, and we hereby promise her our hearty co- 
operation in all the future stages of the work". 


Signed by the founder members: 


John S. Hockey Mrs. Bolithe Mrs. Cunningham 
Mrs. Hockey Miss Bolithe Miss Carpenter 
S.I. Wade A. T. Smith Miss Thatcher 
G. Simmons Miss Smith Miss Clark 


Mrs. Simmons J. Baker Miss Tardif 


G. Parker 

Mrs. Parker 

A. Pritchard 
Mrs. Pritchard 


Mrs. Wade 
Mrs. Hamilton 
Mrs. Smith 


Miss Wolven 


(70) 


James Friend 


Mrs. Friend 
Miss Friend 
F.J. Wheeler 
Mrs. Wheeler 
Mrs. Offin 

Miss Church 


Miss Clements 
Miss Barrow 


Mrs. Dewstrap 
Mrs. Buxton 
Mrs. Schindler 
Miss Shirley 
A. Wood 

John Holland 
Mrs. Holland 
Mrs. Taylor 
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1896 — 1996 


MINISTERS 


PASTOR JOHN S. HOCKEY .. 


REV. 


JOSEPH B. PAYNE .. 


THOMAS A.H. GETLEY 


EDMUND HEDDLE .. 


NEVILLE J. BARNETT .. 


MICHAEL J. BRADSHAW .. 


.. +» February 8th 1897 — 
June 2nd 1928 


March 31st 1929 - 
December 3ist 1944 


August ist 1945 ~ 
June 30th 1954 


April 3rd 1955 —- 
March 26th 1978 


September 16th 1978 — 


August 31st 


SECRETARIES: 


BR 


5 5 5 8 


n 
~ 


WADE 


R. W. MOORE (Minute 


J.T. NOBLE 


F,J. MILLS 


T.F. JONES 


ERIC WIGNER 


RON LAMDIN 


WALTER HINE 


1991 - 


Secretary) 
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GORDON MITCHELL 


1984 .. .. .. .. «. «. MR. RON A. EDWARDS 
1990 .. .. .. .. .. .. MR. KEN D. WOOTTEN 
ai URERS 

1897 - MR. G. SIMMONS 
1905 - MR. J. VINCENT 
1925 . MR. F.L. HUBBARD 
1954 . MR. B.E. HUBBARD 
Cum! 969 - MR. R.J. WETMON 
1971 - MR. J.L. MANN 

- MR. 

. MR. 


PETER C. JONES 
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NOTABLE PEOPLE 


In the autumn of 1903, James Friend and Son of Marine Mews, 
Sackville Road, announced the introduction of an omnibus 
service, but no Sunday orders were taken as Mr. Friend was a 
founder and trustee of Beulah Baptist Church, and had strong 
principles concerning Sunday trading. It was also an 
indication that his worship and commitment to Christ took 
precedence over his business life and any profit he might 
have made in running a Sunday service. Apparently there was 
an earlier bus service in Bexhill but that had ended due to 
restrictions on the storage of petrol. 


The Rev. Frank Buffard was a member of Beulah Baptist Church 
over a number of years following his retirement. He was the 
editor of the "Friendly Link" for a period. He was a major 
contributor to "A Companion to the Baptist Church Hymnal" 
(Revised). He wrate the notes on hymns and tunes in the 
section 514-661, published in 1953. He also wrote a history 


of the “Kent and Sussex Baptist Associations" which was - 


published in 1963 and contains a brief reference to our 
Church here at Beulah. It is also interesting to note that 
the photographs in this book were taken by the Rev. T.A.H. 
Getley, one of our former ministers. 


"Honest" John Greed (renamed Webb) who held services in his 
coffee shop clubroom before Mrs. Spurgeon came on the scene, 
was one of the first aldermen of the borough, and his son 
W.C. Greed was a champion swimmer in his day. 


Frank Edward Woolley, the distinguished Kent and Sussex 
cricketer was a member of the congregation for a good number 
of years. He was a lett-handed batsman and bowler, he 
played for Kent, 1906-1938, and represented England 64 
times. In 1908 v Middlesex, he took 6 wickets for 8 runs; 
in 1911 he took 7 for 9 v Surrey. His aggregate of 58, 969 
runs was second only to Jack Hobbs in his day. He also 
created a record in the British Commonwealth and in 1949 was 
made an honorary cricket member of the M.C.C. 
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Mr. Norman H. King was organist of the Church for 37 years 
retiring in 1971. 


Mr. I. F, Jones, a local optician, practicing at 4 Sea Road, 
died in 1971. He was a deacon for 30 years and a faithtul. 
Church Secretary for 27 years ~ a post he held with devotion 
and distinction, becoming a Life Deacon in 1959, 


There are many, who over the years, have rendered fine 
service to Beulah but whose names may not hit the headlines. 
They have nevertheless made an outstanding contribution and 
we are ever in their debt. It is impossible to mention them 
all but we recall just a few of them who represent many more 
in the life of our Fellowship. 


I should like to record the names of Eric and Yvonne Carter, 
who were our church caretakers for nearly thirty years, 
retiring in December 1994. They performed an excellent job 
looking after our premises and we are very grateful to them 
for all they did over this long period. 


Miss Elsie Manners was a woman of remarkable courage, who 
despite being crippled for life as a result of polio when 
she was a year old, dedicated herself to the service of 
others. Elsie joined the Church in 1952. She was an 
outstanding collector for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society (now the Bible Society). In 1959, she collected £59 
for the fund but by 1969, the sum for the year was £268 ~ a 
considerable sum of money then. A Bible was presented to 
her in March 1961 by Messrs J. Cockburn and J. Watson, the 
General Secretaries of the B.& F.B.S. "For devoted services 
to the Bible Society over many years". Her favourite spot, 
in her wheelchair, was outside the Public Library in Western 
Road, where she collected for many charities including St. 
John's Ambulance, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
East Sussex Branch for the Care of Cripples, the Red Cross 
and the Alexandra Rose Day. She gained many certificates 
and commendations as a result of all her charity work. She 
had a radiant yet simple, childlike faith and was an 
inspiration to all who knew her. 
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She died on 2nd December 1969, very suddenly, having put all 
her books in order the previous day. She looked forward to 
being able to walk in heaven and on that day, her hope 
became reality. 


On a lighter note and not wishing to be disrespectful, the 
Bush sisters ~ Beatty and Lily, were also great characters. 
They were in charge of the key to the Choir Cupboard (which 
they would not let out of their sight) and of the Church 
kitchen. Woe betide anyone who crossed over the threshold 
of the kitchen without permission whilst they were in 
charge! Both sang in the choir and Lily in particular had a 
charming singing voice. Beatty died a good number of years 
ago but Lily died only two or three years. 


Mrs. Wigner, the wife of one of our former Church 
Secretaries, was also a great inspiration to the Fellowship. 
She exerted enormous spiritual strength in representing 
Beulah on the Bexhill Council of Churches. She also 
started a Prayer Meeting before Evening Worship which was 
well-supported and continued over a good number of years. 


We are also indebted to those who serve the Church here 
today, some of whose names pop up again and again. We 
thank God for them and, for generations yet to come. 
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CENTENARY CHUR PPOT NTS 
1995-1996 


MINISTERS: Rev. Neville J. Barnett 
Rev. Michael J. Bradshaw 


SECRETARY: Mr. K.D. Wootten 


TREASURER: Mr. P.C. Jones 


DEACONS: Mr. J. Betts, Mr. J.C.B. Black, Mr. A.B. Boniface 
(Asst. Sec.)>, Miss B.E. Cain, Mr. R.J. Gale, 
Mrs. A. McCulloch, Mr. L.G. Walker, 
Mr. G.M Mitchell (Life Deacon), Mr. H. Smith 
(Life Deacon), Mr. B. Dobell, Mrs. H. J. Malpass and 
Mr. P. Woods. 


ELDERS: Mr. A. A.C. Boniface, Mr. H. Hanscombe, 
Mrs E. Howes, Mrs. P. Warburton and Mrs. M. Lott. 


MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Mr. F.R. Howes 


ORGANIST Vacant (Rota in operation) 


MUSICAL CO-ORDINATOR Mrs. Doreen Carter 

YOUTH WORKER Miss S. Baverstock 

BOYS' BRIGADE Y. P.F, 

Captain: Mr. L. Walker Mr. B. Henley 
Junior Section: Miss C. Wootten 


Anchor Boys: Mrs. A. Hoy 
Company Section: Mr. A. Hayes-Smith 


RLS' BR FRIDAY JAM 
Captain: Mrs. S. Boniface Mr. & Mrs. J. Hoy 


Mr. P. Tuck 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Superintendent: Mrs. H. Malpass 


Secretary: Mrs. A. Jones 
ACTIVE 

Mrs. G. Morgan 

FRIDAY LUNCH FELLOWSHIP 


Mrs. Y. Carter and 
Miss M. Lewcock 


BEULAH MUMS' FELLOWSHIP 


Mrs. R. Barnett and 
Mrs. K. Hutchings 


LADIES EVENING GROUP 


President: Mrs. J. Barnett 


WOMEN' S_FELLOWSHIP 
Secretary: Mrs. P. Sims 
SOUND SYSTEM 


Mr. I. A. Morgan 


BEXHILL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Mr. D. Butler, Mrs. J. Miles 
Mr. R. Jeal 


SUNDAY JAM 


Mr. M.D. Ensor 


CRECHE 
Miss H. Matthews 


PARENT & TODDLER CLUB 


Secretary: 
Mrs. M. Hanscombe 


HOME MISSION FUND 


Secretary: 
Mr. R. Jeal 


MIL SSTONARY COUNCIL 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Mrs. A. McCulloch 
Birthday Scheme: 
Miss V. Dauris 
TAPE MINISTRY 


Local: Dr. R. Jenkins 
Postal: Mr. & Mrs. R. Gale 


CHURCH CARETAKER 


Mr. D. Rowland 
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HOUSE GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 


Mr D. Butler 

TUESDAY TEA ‘TALK 

Acting Leader: 
Mrs. W. Marshall 


CHURCH NEWSLETTER 


Mr. & Mrs. P. Woods 


HEALING PRAYER GROUP 


Mr. & Mrs. P. Woods 


CHURCH FLOWERS 
Leaders: Mr. & Mrs. G. Clarke 


Secretary: 
Mrs. E.M. Carter 


BIBLE READING NOTES 
Mr. D. Rowland 
co ION ROTA 


Mrs. E. Howes and 
Mrs. P. Warburton 


BETHANY TRUST 
Management Committee 
Secretary: 
Mrs. P. Dando 
Treasurer: 
Mr. D. Oakley 
WEEKLY OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Miss M. Lewcock 
BADMINTON CLUB 


Secretary: 
Mrs. V. Edwards 


BOOKINGS 


Mr. M. Daw 


STEWARDS 
Mr. P. Tuck 


BOOK CENTRE 


Mrs. G. Wootten 
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DAY CENTRE CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 
Organiser: Mrs. P. Warburton Miss J. Summers 
BEXHILL MEN'S COFFEE 


FELLOWSHIP 
Mr. Eric Baird 


WORSHIP TEAM ‘The Ministers, Mrs. Hilary Malpass and 
Miss Sarah Baverstock 


MISSIONARIES (Adopted) 


Colin and Marcia Pavitt Brazil (B. M.S. > 

Miss Prema Tennakoon Albania (B.M.S. ) 

Miss Alice Compain Cambodia (0. M.F. ) 
UDENTS I OLOGT EGE 


Mrs. Katy Ruddle, B.A., (Ministerial) Bristol 
Mr. Christopher Ruddle (Open Option) Bristol 
HOME MISSION LINK 

Walderslade Baptist Church, Kent. 

I TIO I 


Emmanuel Baptist Church, Timisoara, Romania. 
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